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J£ The Beijing Buffet 

China's delicious dishes - 
from hot Schezuan specialties 
to fresh noodles and stir fry- 
prepared at the buffet to your 
taste! 

Every Monday evening at Al 
Mansaf. 


(JD 7.500 + govt lax per person} 
For Reservations call 660100. 
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By Gbadeer Taber 
; Jerrim Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN -r U.S_ Assistant 
Secretary of State John Kelly 
■Rived in Amman S unday 1 for 
What has been biDed as an ex¬ 
ploratory visit aimed at discussing 
■fiddle cast peace prospects and 
-is Israeli plan for Palestinian 
ejecti on s in the occupied West 
Bash and Gaza Strip. 

V**I look forward to-my con¬ 
versations with the leader ship of 
.Ibis country which plays such a 
vital role in all of the affairs of the 
«g»on,” Kelly said upon arrival 
■t Marks airport 
Kelly, a former American 
ambassador to Lebanon, gave Ut¬ 
ile substance in his tense state¬ 
ment, but underlined the import¬ 
ance he attached to the “experi¬ 
ence.and wisdom that I know 1 
win find here with my interlocu¬ 
tors-” 

. The-'U.S. official, on the third 
and final leg of a visit which has 
already taken him to Israel and 
Egypt, was hokfing what were 
described as “informal talks” 
Sunday night He is expected to 
be received by His Majesty King 
Hussein, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, Prime 
Minister Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker 
and Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Marwan Al 
Qasem Monday. 

■■ According to an Ameri can 
gourde who preferred to remain 
anonymous, Kelly “wanted to get 
to know die people with whom he 
Will be working ' daring the 
next four years," 

Kelly's - Visit has rirawn can- ‘ 


troversy horn Palestinian ri rrics 
for not inchufina any meetings 
mth Palestine Liberation Orga¬ 
nisation (PLO) officials. He met 
nidi. Pales tinian notables from 
the occupied territories earlier 
titis. week. 

The encounter, during winch 
the Palestinians rejected the 
Israeli plan for elections in the 
occupied, territories to choose 
representatives for talks on “li¬ 
mited Palestinian self-rale” pend¬ 
ing a “final solution” to the prob¬ 
lem, was described by the Palesti¬ 
nians as an “extension’' of the 
ongoing dialogue between the 
U.S. and the PLO—an assertion 
rejected by Washington, which 
says that the American ambassa¬ 
dor to Turns is the sole authorised 
channel of cn mrnmviratting with 
the PLO. 

However, the 13 Palestinians 
who met with KeDy let no doubt 
about their loyalty to the PLO. In 
a petition handed over the U.S. 
envoy, they called on Washington 
to expand its dialogue with die 
PLO and ruled out any negotia¬ 
tions without PLO p art icipation. 

One of the key topics in Kelly’s 
talks with Israeli and Egyptian 
leaders was the U.S.-supported 
election plan, proposed by Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 
The future of the plan, rejected 
by the PLO, is under question in 
Israel itself after Shamil's hard- 
- line Likud bloc attached several 
preconditions to it but the Israeli 
coalition' cabinet re affir med its 
endorsement of the plan in its 

original • form . 

Reports from Gann said Egyp¬ 
tian leadeis hqd tcrid Kclijr they 



John Kelly 

needed more information on the 
plan. Egypt, which has neither 
approved nor rejected the plan, 
“again specified it needed to know 
more and needed Israel to give a 
clearer picture concerning the 
plan,” Foreign Minister Rnnat 
Abdul Meguid told reporters 
upon Kelly’s departure from 
Cairo to Amman earlier Sunday. 

President Hosm Mubarak met 
with Kelly Saturday. 

Among the cla rificatio ns that 
Egypt is reportedly seeking from 
Israel are whether the proposed 
elections could pave the way for a 
comprehensive settlement to the 
Palestinian problem, how free 
and democratic will be the elec¬ 
tion process and whether Israel 
would agree to international su¬ 
pervision of the polls. 

Kelly is on his first visit to the 
region, after assnming office as 
assistant secretary of state for 
Near Eastern and South Asia — 
successor to Richard Murphy, the 
Reagan a dministra tion's Middle 
East “troubleshooter.” Analysts 
in the region expected Kelly's 

(Cont inu ed on page 2) 


Jordan 
awaits 
Arab 
report on 
Lebanon 

AMMAN (R) — Jordan said 
Saturday it would wait for a 
report from an Arab League 
peace mission to Lebanon before 
deciding whether to back Iraq's 
call for an emergency Arab sum¬ 
mit on the war-tora country. 

The mission, which inducted 
the foreign ministers of Saudi 
Arabia, Morocco and Algeria, 
announced Monday that then- 
efforts to help end Lebanon's 
civil war had reached a dead end. 

The news prompted Iraq to call 
for an emergency meeting of the 
Arab League. But to date, only 
Egypt has backed Baghdad’s call. 

“It is too early to take a deci¬ 
sion on Iraq’s call for a summit or 
on the (collapse of the) efforts of 
the Arab committee before we 
receive its report and evaluate 
it.” a senior Jordanian official 
told Reuters. 

The three foreign ministers 
said they would send Arab lead¬ 
ers a report on their findings and 
would leave it up to them to 
decide what should be done next. 

Both tiie United States and the 
European Community (EC) have 
urged the Arab League commit¬ 
tee not to abandon its efforts. 

An Arab summit in Morocco in 
May gave Saudi Arabia’s King 
Fahd, Morocco’s King Hassan 
and Algerian President Chadli 
Benjedid a six-month mandate to 
try to end the fighting in 
Lebanon. ... . 


Dinar firms against dollar in free market 


AMMAN (R) — The Jordanian 
dinar firmed against the dollar 
on the free market Sunday after 
tie Central Bank of Jordan 
(OBJ) began pumping in $25 
nriWon to hdp stabObe the cur¬ 
rency, d e a lera said. 

They said toe dinar was trad¬ 
ing around 818 fib to the doflnr, 
op from Saturday’s widely 
quoted rates of880 IBs, after the 
Central Bank began inter- 
lesfaj. 

The Central Bank fixed the 
official rate at 583 fik, un¬ 
changed from Saturday. 

A Central Bank official saU 
Sand*? the bank began seffiag 
of the $15.5 mflfiou it had - 


aBocaded for banks at 815 fib. It 
has told banka lose! the dnHaa 
to their dknb at no more than 
820 fib. 

- The official said the Central 
Bank also began setting another 
$10 mflflon to banks who have 
been (old to sell them at the 

nWtrM wrhmy rate to fin—w 

haports of subsidised food 
stnfft, some medicines and fees 
of Jordanians studying abroad. 

,c We began receiving sizeable 
a moun t s from fee Central Bank 
which we are to seB at no more 
than 820 IBs to cover private 
sector foqrarts and other non- 
essentials. At the same time, we 
wffi sen doBare at the official 


rate for the other key commod¬ 
ities,” a dealer said. 

“This move wfll definitely 
help stabilise the dinar on the 
free and official market at rates 
we think are reasonable,” the 
Central Bank official said. 

<r We wfll continue our in¬ 
tervention every time we feel it 
b needed,” he added. The mea¬ 
sure came four days after Jor¬ 
dan received $OT0 million In aid 
from Sandi Arabia. 

Dealers said the move, an 
apparent effort to keep the di¬ 
nar in a range of 815/820 fib, 
would succeed so long as the 
Central Want continued its in¬ 
volvement. 


They said they exported Gulf 
bankers, the mam source of 
dollars for their hwtt, to start 
trading after a cautions week 
long break daring which outside 
banks were unclear cm how Am¬ 
man’s new two-tier exchange 
rate system would work. 

Last week, the Central Bank 
established the two-tier system 
to curb a mushrooming black 
market and encotroge Jorda¬ 
nian expatriates to send thefr 
dollars home 

ft freed banks to trade foreign 
currency at market rates but 
told them they would nse the 
official rate to finance key im¬ 
ports. 


Firebomb hurled at Israeli patrol 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — An Israeli soldier 
was set briefly on fire when 
Palestinians honed mokrtov cock- 
tails ax a patrol in Nablus in the 
occupied West Bank Sunday. 

The incident in the West 
Bank's largest city broke a rela¬ 
tive hill in tite nearly 20-month 
Pakatirian uprising. 

Pales tinians lobbed several fire 
tombs at the patrol in central 
Nablus before daylight Sunday, 
intting its 26-year-okl comman¬ 
der afire, police mid. He suffered 
noderate burns in the groin. 

“There were apparently three 
br four petrol bombs, thrown 
bum an alley, and one of them’hit 
the driver's seat where the com- 
imnrirng officer was sitting,” said 
the region commander, kteatffied 
jot Israel Radio as Ueutenanl- 
Ifclonel Amos. 

n We have dosed the area and 
tee continu ing in our searches,” 


he said. Police arrested several 


The attack was the only re¬ 
ported incident Sunday. An army 
spokeswoman said violent 
Palestinian protests had dropped 
during the last two weeks to 
nearly half of what it was ax 


months ago. 

“There is a feeling that there is 
less violence and I know statisti¬ 
cally it is true,” said spokes¬ 
woman Ofra Preass. 

Preass attributed the drop in 
incidents to a new army offensive 
against the uprising involving 
mass arrests and surprise raids on 
villages in the past three months, 
and to “fatigue” among Palesti¬ 
nians hit bard economically by 
the revolt. 

Pales tinians said confronta¬ 
tions with Israelis, characteristic 
of the uprising, were reduced 
because West Bank readents 
were eager to see their schools— 


allowed to reopen on July 12 for 
the first time this year — to hold 
classes. 

“I think people are consciously 
trying to reduce the violence be¬ 
cause of the schools,” said 
Pales tinian commentator Daoud 
Knttab. 

“Also there is more concern 
over the political issue... my im¬ 
pression is that the political dis¬ 
cussion has predominance,” be 
said. 

Sunday’s firebomb attack fol¬ 
lowed a night march by some 60 
kbaki-nniformed and masked 
Palestinians, who raised a 
Palestinian flag and called 
through loudspeakers for uniting 
Palestinian factions under the 
mains tr eam Fateh wing, Arab 
journalists said. 

In the. West Bank town of 
Ramallah and nearby Al Bireh, a 
c omm ercial strike was reported. 
Palestinian journalists said the 


strike came after an underground 
“unified merchants’ committee” 
distributed a leaflet urging a pro¬ 
test against Israeli tax raids. 

Non-payment of taxes is one of 
tiie major tactics in the rebellion. 

“The enemy has launched a 
cowardly economic war against 
the merchants and we have to 
resist it by collectively refusing to 
pay taxes,” the leaflet said. 

In another development, a 
police spokesman said an arson 
attack an a Jewisb-owned bouse 
in tiie old city Saturday night was 
a “nationalist” assault. 

Spokesman Avi Zelba said the 
house was heavily damaged when 
tiie assailants broke in, poured 
flammable material and lit it No 
injuries were reported. 

“It certainly was done with a 
nationalist motive,” he said. 

Zelba said police detained 
seven Palestinians as suspects in 
the arson but released them. 


Fateh poised to endorse uprising strategy 


Fateh leader and chairman of die 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion (PLO), said armed struggle 
was a constant theorem speeches, 
especially by those Wing for five 
vacant seats in the Central Com¬ 
mittee. ... -. 

Armed straggle remains an 
emotive issue is the Palestinian 
movement, despite evidence that 
the intifada in tire Israeli-occu¬ 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
has done more for the Palestinian 
cause in 20 months than 20 years 
ofguemSa raids. 

. in ^a bardfine commentary on 
the congress, the PLO news agen¬ 
cy WAFA said delegates beSeved 
imanimOTsly thar “anned strog- 
gte is stffl* in the face Of intxans- 
Oneadviser to Yasser Arafat, gencc and the confirming (Israeli) 


rUNQS (R) —The mainstream 
Palestinian Fateh movement was 
ct on.Sunday to endorse the 
Etmtegy of using tiie Pa lestinian 
mntipg as a lever far an indepen- 
lent state al on g sid e Israel. 

The Fateh general congress in 
rums, its fi«t meeting at tins 
evd since one in Damascus mne 
wan ago, was also to elect new, 
ganger leadeis to (fifato the in- 
taeaoe of the core that founded 
he. movement 30 years ago.* 
Omumexs have kept the con- 
i out of the public eye and 
, information has filtered out 


iaff where more than 140? Jf 6 ' 
have been meeting once 


occupati o n, the only way to vic¬ 
tory.” 

In his keynote opening speech 
Thursday, Arafat defended the 
aimed straggle of the past and, 
without renouncing it for the fu¬ 
ture, said there was no going back 
on the intifada and diplomatic 
initiative which it made possible. 

Political resolutions, expected 
late Sunday, were to show how 
far Arafat has succeeded in bring¬ 
ing Fateh grassroots folly behind 
this strategy. 

Arafat is often criticised for 
taking personal initiatives and 
many Fateh members have been 
asking what he has achieved by 
recognising Israel and calling off 
nti&tvy operations. 

Pressure for resumed attacks is 


minimal, however, and Arafat 
need not oppose a resolution 
saying armed struggle was legiti¬ 
mate, as this remains tire theore¬ 
tical position of afl PLO factions, 
delegates said. 

Fateh officials said none of the 
10 members of tiie c urren t Cen¬ 
tral Committee was likely to lose 
a seat in elections on Sunday, 
especially those who helped Ara¬ 
fat create Fateh in Kuwait in the 
late 1950s. 

Tie vacancies arose through 
three assassinations and two ex¬ 
pulsions. 

The officials said three other 
members would later be coopted 
onto the Central Committee, 

bringing the memb ership op to 

18, the statutory ma xim um . 



Thousands of Beirut residents flee the fi ghting in the Lebanese capital. 


Syrians fortify W. Beirut 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Syrian 
tanks have taken positions in west 
Beirut and tiie surrounding hills 
and mnlti-barelled rocket laun¬ 
chers buttressed the frontline 
along the Lebanese capital's di¬ 
viding green Hne, according to 
independent reports Sunday. 

The movement of armour came 
late Saturday night and Sunday 
morning, during which Syrian sol¬ 
diers and Lebanese militia allies 
were engaged in fiery artillery 
duels across the Lebanese capita], 
reports said. 

It was not clear Sunday 
whether the Syrian reinforce¬ 
ments were in anticipation of a 
possible invasion of west Beirut 
by forces led by army commander 


Michel Aoun or a Syrian storm¬ 
ing of tbe Aoun-controlled east¬ 
ern sector ef Beirut. 

Both sectors erf the city have 
been buzzing with rumours that 
Aoun’s forces were planning to 
storm west Beirut, drive the Sy¬ 
rians out and seize Lebanon’s 
central bank, where tbe nation’s 
currency reserves are stored. 

A police spokesman said the 
tanks, most of them Soviet-de¬ 
signed T-62s, rolled down the 
central Lebanese mountains from 
east Lebanon's Bekaa Valley, 
doggjng traffic along the Beinit- 
Damascus highway. 

They deployed on hills over¬ 
looking tbe capital’s eastern side 
as well as the five-kilometre 


green fine that splits the dty, 
spokesman said. 

Dozens of multiple launchers 
that fire 40 rockets a minute were 
deployed in several neighbour¬ 
hoods along tiie western side of 
the line. 

The deadly, six-boor barrage 
also wounded 82 people in 
Beirut, the surrounding mountain 
villages and the Bekaa Valley , 
according to the police 

Two young girls evacuating 
Lebanon were drowned Sunday 
when shelled tbe only ship reg¬ 
ularly serving Lebanon's be¬ 
leaguered Aoun-held enclave 
during Saturday's artillery bat¬ 
tles. 

Thirteen other passengers who 


ended up in the water as shells 
fell around the Santa Maria were 
rescued, said a spokesman. 

The Santa Maria’s captain used 
a brief fttil to dash out of Jotmieh 
and sail to Larnaca, tbe spokes¬ 
man said. 

The coastal bombardment 
touched off night-long artillery 
duels that set feel depots bunting 
out of control in the port of 
Amsheet, 32 kilometres north of 
Beirut, the spokesman said. 

The rattle of machinegun fire 
and the thud of artillery echoed 
across the capital, sending 
thousands of residents scurrying 
into underground shelters after a 
brief respite from Saturday 
night’s battles. 


Top clerics reconfirm Khamenei as leader 


NICOSIA (R) — Top clerics 
confirmed outgoing President Ali 
Khamenei as Iran’s new supreme 
leader Sunday amid signs of dis¬ 
sent within the government. 

Har dline Interior Minister Ali 
Akbar Mohtashemi issued an 
apparent challenge to 
Khamenei’s successor as presi¬ 
dent, Ah Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani, saying be could not take 
office until Khamenei had quit. 

Despite official reports that 
Rafsanjani was sworn in as presi¬ 
dent Thursday, Mohtashemi told 
IRNA news agency: “Legally His 
Excellency Ayatollah Khamenei 
is the president until the end of 
bis term Oct. 9. 

“This is unless he resigns from 


this post before that date and 
Hojatoleslam Rafsanjani reads 
tiie presidential oath in tbe Majlis 
(parliament) and officially starts 
work.” 

Top derics grouped in the 
Assembly of Experts first met 
June 4, the day after Ayatollah 
RuboUab Khomeini's death, to 
choose Khamenei as bis successor 
by a four-fifths majority. 

IRNA said tbe clerics met to 
reaffirm Khamenei following 
constitutional changes approved 
in a referendum July 28, the same 
day as the presidential election. 

The changes reduce the reli¬ 
gious qualifications required by 
the supreme leader and greatly 
increase tbe powers of the pres¬ 


idency, abolishing the post of 
prime minister. 

Khomeini, who held spiritual 
sway over millions of Shi’ite Mus¬ 
lims, was said to have twice re¬ 
commended Khamenei, 50. 

Mohtashemi is known to 
oppose Rafsanjani on the hand¬ 
ling of the Lebanese hostage cri¬ 
sis and other issues. 

Hours before tbe kidnappers of 
U.S. hostage William Higgins 
said Monday they had banged 
him, Mohtashemi urged 
Lebanese militiamen to take re¬ 
venge of the U.S. and Israel for 
Israel's seizure of a Hizboliah 
cleric. 

Rafsanjani, regarded as a prag¬ 
matist who wants to improve ties 


with the outside world, has 
offered Washington help in 
freeing its hostages. 

Massoud Rajavi, leader of the 
dissident Iranian Mujabedeen 
Khalq, said the confirmation of 
Khamenei by tiie Assembly of 
Experts showed a power straggle 
was underway. 

“Otherwise there would have 
been no need for such a barrage 
of ridiculous confirmations,” he 
said- 

“These absurd moves show tbe 
puppet role being played by 
Khamenei as leader and also 
amount to an admission... that 
his previous selection as leader 
and all the decrees he has issued 
so far were illegal,” he said 


Kidnappers offer exchange; Hizboliah 
threatens to kill captive Israeli soldier 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — The cri¬ 
sis over Western hostages held by 
underground groups took a new 
turn Sunday with one group 
offering an exchange and another 
threatening to kill one of three 
Israeli soldiers. 

Tbe pro-Iranian Revolutionary 
Justice Organisation said Sunday 
it was ready to free U.S. hostage 
Joseph Qdppio if Israel released 
Sheikh Abdul Karim Obeid and 
450 other Arab prisoners. 

Another Lebanese pro-Iranian 
leader said Sunday his group was 
ready to kill an Israeli soldier it 
holds unless Israel freed Obeid it 
kidnapped in Sooth Lebanon. 

“If it is in the interest of Islam 
and the oppressed to kill one of 
the Israeli soldiers, we will do 
so,” Hussein Musawi told repor¬ 
ters in tbe eastern Lebanese city of 
Baalbek. 

Musawi, leader of the Baalbek- 
based Islamic Amal militia which 
is dosely allied to Hizboliah, said 
the war with Israel was “open and 
will not stop until Israel is abo¬ 
lished.'' 

The bearded leader said nego¬ 
tiating with Israel to exchange 


Obeid for tbe hostages and sol¬ 
diers was out of the question and 
“forbidden." 

The Revolutionary Justice 
Organisation issued a statement 
saying it had received a positive 
response to its demand on Thurs¬ 
day that Israel release Lebanese 
and Palestinian prisoners. 

The statement, accompanied 
by a photograph of another U.S. 
hostage held by the group, Ed¬ 
ward Tracy, said its “initiative” 
was going ahead “following en¬ 
couraging regional developments 
promising happy endings to tbe 
hostage problem.” 

Tbe group threatened to kill 
CSrippio last week unless Israel 
freed Obeid. 

It suspended the threat at the 
last minute on condition that 
Israel replied “within days” to a 
demand that Obeid and other 
prisoners be freed. It said then it 
would give the Red Cross a list of 
the prisoners. 

The statement said Sunday the 
first condition for the freeing of 
Cirippio, kidnapped in Septem¬ 
ber 1986, was that Israel halt its 
expulsions of Palestinians and 


allow those already expelled to 
return. 

The second condition was the 
release of Obeid, “150 prisoners 
of the national Lebanese and 
Islamic resistance movement and 
300 prisoners from the Palesti¬ 
nian intifada.” 

It said the 300 would be divided 
evenly between the Muslim fun¬ 
damentalist group Hamas, the 
Islamic Jihad movement and the 
United Leadeis hip of the Upris¬ 
ing. They would be chosen in 
discussions with Israel. 

Tbe handwritten statement, 
which made no mention of cap¬ 
tive Israeli soldiers, thanked all 
parties, especially Syria, which 
bad contributed to what it called 
the success of diplomatic efforts. 

Israeli officials, however, 
warned that Obeid would be 
freed only as part of a deal that 
includes freedom for all captive 
Israeli soldiers. 

Tbe statements came amid con¬ 
cern that momentum was build¬ 
ing towards separate deals that 
could provide for tbe release of 
17 Western hostages but exdude 
three Israeli servicemen held cap¬ 


tive. 

“We have the feeling coordina¬ 
tion at this stage might help, and 
countries with hostages should 
speak together," Israeli foreign 
minister spokesman Alon Li el 
said in response to a question. 

“We feel chances for a deal are 
better if those countries coordin¬ 
ate activities and not work separ¬ 
ately.” 

Elsewhere, Nabih Beni, leader 
of the Shi'ite militia Amal, pre¬ 
dicted efforts to arrange negotia¬ 
tions would fail because of 
Israel's kidnapping of Obeid. “I 
don’t think they wfll succeed,” he 
said in an interview with the 
British Broadcasting Corpora¬ 
tion. 

However, U.N. mediator Mar- 
rack Goulding said that families 
of hostages in Lebanon should 
not lose hope. 

“My message is that they must 
never, ever lose hope. They must 
understand that this is an extraor¬ 
dinary difficult and complex 
situation... yon can’t flip a switch 
and produce the results you 
want,” he said. - 
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BAGHDAD CAP) — A stone 
coffin filled with goM jewellery 

was unearthed by ardiaedog- 
bts in the andent Assyrian city 
of Nimrod, the Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) reported. 

It was the second discovery 
of a gold-laden burial in Nim¬ 
rod this year. 

The agency quoted Muadad 
Saeed, Iraq’s director of anti¬ 
quities, as saying the find in¬ 
cluded “hundreds of gold 
ornaments and pieces of jewel¬ 
lery.” 

He said they were believed to 
belong to Queen Ninli Shotni 
Mannani, the wife of King 
Assirnasurpal II, who ruled 
from 884-858 B.C. 

The coffin, or sarcophagus, 
was found at a depth of four 
metres and tablets in wedge- 
shaped cuneiform writing also 
were associated with the royal 
burial, Saeed said. 

Nimrod, the military capital 
of the ancient Assyrian empire 
that stretched from the Gulf to 
the Mediterranean, is located 
about 40 kilometres sooth of 
the northern Iraqi city of 
Mcenl. 

In April, Iraqi archaeolog¬ 
ists on earthed a stone chamber 
at Nimrod that contained the 
burials of two women accom¬ 
panied by more than 25 kilog¬ 
rammes of gold jewellery, the 
richest such find ever made, 

A stone inscription in the 
tomb in wedge-shaped 
cuneiform writing identified 
the women as Yabaya and 
Taliya, possibly the daughter, 
and grand-daughter of King 
Sargon, who ruled Assyria in 
the 8th century B.C. 

The inscription also laid a 
curse on anyone who opened 
the burial chamber. 

“If anyone lays his hands on 
my tomb or opens my grave, I 
pray to the gods of the nether 
world that his sooi should roam 
in the scorching sun after death 
... let the ghost of insomnia 
take hold of him for ever and 
ever,” it said. 

The gold jewellery included 
diadems, necklaces, belts, 
bracelets and anklets, and 50 
pairs of earrings, as well as a 
bronze mir ror with aa enamel 
handle encrusted in predons 
stones. 


Theologian 
on trial 
In Cairo 


CAIRO (R) — A blind Muslim 
theologian, charged with inciting 
violence, went on trial in Cairo 
Sunday accusing the government 
.of making up the charges against 
him and his followers. 

Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman, 
51. on trial with 54 of his follow¬ 
ers. faces a life sentence with hard 
labour if convicted. All defen¬ 
dants have pleaded not guilty. 

• Several are accused of hurling a 
home-made bomb at a Theatre in 
the oasis town of Fayoum south- 
•west of Cairo and injuring a 
police officer. 

Others, including Abdul Rah¬ 
man. are on trial for allegedly 
inciting and taking part in anti- 
government demonstrations and 
~ attacking people and public prop- 
erty. 

Fourteen, including 11 juve¬ 
niles, are charged with distribut- 
• ing ami-government leaflets- and 
resisting arrest. 

Lawyers said four of the defen 
dant&. who started a hunger strike 
five days ago, did not attend the 
opening of the trial. 

Abdul Rahman is seen as the 
spiritual leader of the outlawed 
radical Jihad organisation. 


Israel willing to talk to 
kidnappers, but not PLO 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s deter¬ 
mination to negotiate a hostage 
swap with kidnappers in Lebanon 
contrasts wiht its refusal to talk 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) because it is 
a “terrorist" organisation. 

Israel has proposed excha n g in g 
about 150 Lebanese and 
abducted HizboUab cleric Sheikh 
Abdui-Karim Obeid for three of 
its soldiers and 17 Western bos-, 
tages believed held in Lebanon. 

Despite Israel's oft-repeated 
vow never to capitulate to “ter¬ 
rorism,’' its policy of dealing with 
anyone to secure the release of 
captured Israeli soldiers is not 
new — it bas even cut deals with 
the PLO. 

It is a policy that unites Israeli 
leaders left and right. 

“For us the saving of even one 
of our people is a fundamental 
principle,” hardline Prime Minis¬ 
ter Yitzhak Shamir told a Jewish 
gathering at the start of the 
weekend. 

In 1983 Israel freed 4,600 
Palestinians and Lebanese for six 
Israeli soldiers held by tbe PLO. 
In May 2985, it traded another 
1,150 for three Israeli soldiers. 

Later in 1985 Israel freed 331 
Lebanese Shi’ite leaders said it 
was in exchange for 39 foreigners 
on a hijacked American airliner, 
although Israel denied it. 

But Israel has not shown a 
similar willingness to open talks 
with the PLO, despite the Palesti¬ 


nian uprising that has shaken the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip for almost 20 months. 

Although 580 Arabs and 39 
Jews have died so far — more 
Israelis than have been rescued in 
the hostage trade — talks with 
the PLO are considered out of 
the question, despite Chairman 
Yasser Arafat’s renunciation of 
terrorism and his recognition of 
the Israel’s right to exist. 

“We shall stay our course until 
we convince toe terrorist orga¬ 
nisation and their supporters that 
Israel will not bend to terror and 
violence,” Shamir said, referring 
to both their Shi’ite foes and the 
PLO. 

The Israeli government’s readi¬ 
ness to simultaneously deal with 
Shi’ite groups in Lebanon and 
refuse to talk to the PLO points 
to a much stronger reason for 
reticence than the PLO’s associa¬ 
tion with past attacks on Israelis. 
“I’m convinced toe terrorism 


china is more a pretext than a 
reason,” said Mark Heller of Tel 
Aviv University’s Jaffee Centre 
for Strategic Studies. 

Shi’ite groups in Lebanon may 
be nuisance but dearly do not 
threaten Israel’s existence. 
However toe PLO represents mil¬ 
lions of Palestinians who want a 
state that many Israelis fear could 
be a “threat." 

Israeli officials fear negotia¬ 
tions with the PLO would legiti¬ 
mise Palestinian nationalism and 


trigger an irrevocable process en¬ 
ding in a Palestinian state in the 
occupied territories. 

“They don’t want to get on that 
slippery slope,” Heller told Reu¬ 
ters. 

In contrast, the United States is 
talking to the PLO but refusing to 
negotiate with tire kidnappers of 
its citizens in Lebanon. 

U.S. reasoning runs opposite 
to that in toe Israeli government. 
Washington believes talking to 
toe PLO may lead to Middle East 
peace and stability, but dealing 
with kidnappers of U.S. citizens 
could encourage more attacks on 
Americans. 

“Israel has one policy and we 
have a different policy,” U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State John 
Kelly said last week in Tel Aviv. 
“And that is dear.” 

Although he was referring to 
negotiations with the Lebanese 
kidnappers, it could just as easily 
refer to discussions during his 
three-day visit about U.S.-PLO 
contacts. 

Tbe different policies reflect 
d i ffere nt evaluations of the dan¬ 
ger. Tbe Israeli government no 
doubt hates violating its vows 
never to deal with any organisa¬ 
tion it labels “terrorist.” 

But in the case of groups hold¬ 
ing Israeli hostages, it thinks the 
price is worth paying. In the case 
of broader negotiations with tbe 
PLO, it fears the political cost 
would be too high. 


Afghan war poses tough 
dilemma for doctors 


A from a recent mSftary parade in Cairo 


Egyptian defence minister says his 
country not making chemical arms 


By John Fullerton 
Reuters 


By Malcolm Davidson 

Renter 


KABUL—At toe height of the 
rocket attack on the Afghan 
capital. Red Cross doctors had 
to dedde who to save. 

A young woman, legs blown 
off in a rocket blast, was too 
badly injured to survive without 
hours of surgery. In the time 
she would have spent on the 
operating table several other 
victims might have been saved. 

Sbe was given a shot of mor¬ 
phine to ease toe pain, put into 
a tent reserved for the mortally 
wounded and allowed to die. 

George Muheim, Red Cross 
coordinator in Kabul, said cars 
and taxis were bringing in the 
seriously injured too fast for the 
two surgical teams to keep up. 

“This is one of toe most 
difficult things in a war hospit¬ 
al. If we operate on one person 
for six to eight hours then we 
are going to allow another six to 
die.” be said. 

On that July Saturday when a 
shower of rockets fired by Mu- 
jahedeen rebels struck Kabul, 
more than 35 people were kil¬ 
led instantly and more than 100 
were injured. Ten of toe in¬ 
jured died in hospital. 

Tbe International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) hos¬ 
pital about five kilometres from 
the city centre was swamped 
with toe casualties. 

Many were dreadfully muti¬ 
lated, cut to pieces by toe 
shrapnel that causes most dam¬ 
age in toe increasingly frequent 
rocket attacks. 

The ICRC opened tbe hos¬ 
pital last October to treat toe 
victims of the 10-year-old civil 
war between the Soviet-backed 
government and toe Western- 
supported Mujahedeen. 

“We admit all war wounded 
that show up,” Muheim said, 
adding that no distinction was 
made between soldiers, civi¬ 
lians or guerrillas disguised as 
civilians. 

Treating the Mujahedeen can 
be fraught with problems. “We 


deal with it very amply. We 
never ask questions,” said 
Muheim, who is from Switzer¬ 
land. 

71k hospital is in two big 
villas, with a general men’s 
ward built in toe gardens out of 
old freight containers. 

Thousands of containers, 
which bring food and other 
goods to Kabul, are put to 
ingenious use by Kabulis — 
becoming instant garages, re¬ 
fugee homes or roadside shops.. 

Most of toe time there are 
between 80 and 90 patients in 
the hospital, but it can squeeze 
in 150. 

According to United Nations 
figures, 281 civilians were killed 
in Kabul between June 25 and 
the end of July and almost 750 
were seriously wounded. 

“Some patients we get after 
10 to 15 minutes. If they had 
not got treatment within 30 
minutes or so they would have 
toed," Muheim said. 

The critical time limit tor- 
treatment is six hours. After 
that infection sets in, particular¬ 
ly in war wounds where shrap¬ 
nel or bullets drive pieces of 
clothing and dirt deep into the 
body. 

Unlike conventional surgery, 
such wounds are kept open for 
up to a week to make sure there 
is no infection. 

Up to one-fifth of tbe pa¬ 


tients are children. 

Most are hurt by shrapnel, 
but some are badly burned by 
magnesium flares dropped by 
Soviet and Af ghan aircraft to 
deflect rebel anti-aircraft mis¬ 
siles. 

- The giant Soviet IL-76 trans¬ 
ports that bring food and 
weapons to toe Kabul govern¬ 
ment spit oat up to 150 of tbe 
flares as they spiral in and out 
of the ajrport.. 

Sometimes the flares, which 
leave a herringbone partem of 
smoke in the sky, are still burn¬ 
ing when they hat tbe ground or 
fail to ignite until found by 
inquisitive children. 

Muheim, a 52-year-old 
surgeon who has worked in war 
hospitals in Pakistan, on the 
Thai border with Cambodia 
and in Beirut, said toe injuries 
in Kabul were particularly 
nasty. 


CAIRO — Egyptian Defence 
Minis ter Yousef Ss&ri Abu Taleb 
has categorically denied that his 
country possesses chemical 
weapons or intends to manufac¬ 
ture them. 

“We insist and we ensure that 
we don’t have and do not intend 
to have these chemical weapons,” 
Abu Taleb told Reuters and the 
international television agency 
Visnews shortly before leaving on 
his first visit to the United States 
as Egypt’s top soldier. 

Abu Taleb, 60, was appointed 
defence minister and comman¬ 
der-in-chief of Egypt’s armed 
forces in April in a move that 
took many diplomats and politic¬ 
al observers by surprise. 

U.S. media had linked bis re¬ 
placement of Abdul Halim Abu 
Ghazala with allegations that 
: Egypt was developing new poison 
i gases and long-range missiles and 
was involved in alleged attempts 
to obtain U.S. secrets illegally. 

Abu Ghazala had long been 
regarded as toe second most 
powerful man in Egypt after Pres¬ 
ident Hosni Mubarak. 

His successor, a- career soldier 
with a reputation for skilful man- 
. agement, was to begin talks Sun¬ 
day with U.Sr Defence Secretary 


Pick Cheney on ways of streng¬ 
thening already close defence ties 
between the two countries. 

In Wednesday’s interview, 
Abu Taleb said Egypt was against 
missile proliferation, but said 
those with a range of more than 
300 or 450 kilometres should 
come within a regional arms con¬ 
trol package embracing nuclear 
and chemical weapons. 


As he was speaking, doctors 
examined a 13-year-old boy cal¬ 
led Sayed whose face had been 
horribly mutilated by a urine 
explosion seven months earlier. 

Blind unable to close his 
mouth, be had been sent to the 
hospital for surgery by a visiting 
American plastic surgeon. 

But for the boy from the 
Panjsber valley north of Kabul,, 
and for many like him, toe 
dwnret of normal life are slim. 


Kelly arrives in Jordan 


(Continued from page 1) 
diplomatic experience in Leba¬ 
non to help his dealings unto 
regional leaders. 

After a meeting earlier this 
week with Israeli Defence Mons¬ 
ter Yitzhak Rabin, Kelly tokl 
reporters that his three-day visit 
to Israel was not in response to 
the hostage crisis in Lebanon. 

Kelly afro met with Shamir for 
what he described later as “a 
serious discussion of toe peace 
process and toe problems that are 
involved and the other issues 
between the U.S. and Israel. 


In remarks to reporters in 
Cairo, he summed up Iris talks 
with Mubarak, Abdul Meguid 
and Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Boutros Ghali as “impor¬ 
tant... fruitful and useful., (and 
an) extremely valuable exchange 
(of views)." 

He said toe Lebanese situation 
was also discussed and “we 
shared our deep concern at the 
continuing fighting there and 
shared our common hopes that 
continued efforts can be made by 
concerned nations and members 
of the Arab 


He made no direct reference to 
Israel, which is widely believed to 
have nuclear warheads and the 
TTWBnc to deliver them. 

The general was asked if U.S.- 
Egyptian ties were marred by die 
conviction by a Cairo court of 
U.S. nationals for spying as well 
as U.S. charges of attempts to 
illegally export sensitive Amer¬ 
ican missile technology to Egypt. 

“I don’t think anything should 
cloud any relations... we never 
interfere in the internal affairs of 
any countries,” he said, adding 
that it was toe right of both Egypt 
and the United States to act as 
they saw fit to protect their 
security. 

Sami Yousef Ibrahim Wassef 
was sentenced in Cairo last week 
to 10 years for spying for the U.S. 
Central "Intelligence Agency 

(cia). •- •* ; 

Egyptian-born but raised in the 
United States, Wassef said he was 


a victim of 
aimed at swapping him for Abdul 
Kader Hehni, an Egyptian-born 
American who faces U.S. dmges 
of trying to smuggle missil e tech¬ 
nology to Egypt 
Wassef s brother Samir and an 
alleged CIA officer were both 
given similar sentences in their 
absence. 

. Abu Taleb stressed what he 
saw as toe strength of relations 
between toe two countries. 


“I believe the relationship is 
very strong now. We were full 
partners in the peace process... I 
do believe our mutual i nterests 
are peace, security, stability and 
democraqr.” 

Egypt is the largest recipient of 
U.S. aid after Israel, with more 
than $800 million a year for dvfl 
projects and $1.5 trillion in milit¬ 
ary assistance. 

Asked why, after . the . 1979 
Camp David treaty, it was neces¬ 
sary to keep nearly half a m illi on 
men in uniform. Aba Taleb re¬ 
plied: 

“Having reasonable armed 
forces will reflect indirectly on 
economic development. Yon 
know in the Third World, you 
should be strangle be heard,you 
should be strong to be a friend.” 

The general said there had 
been a miffinn men in toe armed 


"forces at the tone of the 1973 war 
with Israel. 

He said he regarded regional 
instability as the greatest single 
threat now-no Egypt’s security. 

He cited'fighting in Lebanon, 
toe tenuous ceasefire between 
Iran and Iraq, the failure to reach 
a comprehensive settlement of 
the Palestinian problem and 
Sudan’s six-year avil war. - 

“Nobody wants war. We need 
peace after so many years of 
wars. We need peace to rede¬ 
velop our country.” 

Would defence spending be cut 
in line with Egypt's efforts to 
reduce its budget deficit and re¬ 
pay foreign loans? 


“It should be rechtced aud it is 
reduced 'to the minimum,” be 
said, addingthatit was much-less 
titan other states spent He de¬ 
clined to .rive figures. 

Asked if Egypt planned to cut, 
reduce or. postpo n e major U.S. 
weapons programmes, such as 
F-lo fighters mid Abrams M-1AI 
tanks, Abu Taleb said previous 
commitments would be main¬ 
tained. 


Arab League to try to bring 

abnnf a reconciliation there.” 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Paper: Arab news agencies fail 


ABU DHABI (R) — Arab national news agencies are failing to do 
their jobs properly and should be replaced by an independent Arab 
press agency, a Gulf newspaper said Sunday. “We wish that Arab 
news agencies were the primary source of reports on Arab issues 
but regrettably news about them is found mainly in the four main 
international news agencies,” tbe United Arab Emirates A1 
Khaleej paper said in an editorial. The paper described staff at toe 
Arab agencies as “helpless journalists who axe tarrying out 
government policies.” Almost all the news agencies m the Arab 
League are government-owned. A 1 Khaleej said that with the 
possible exception of reports from the Kuwait News Agency 
KUNA, Arabic newspapers found k hard to use Arab agency 
news. The paper said a joint, private agency should be formed, run 
on a professional basis and free from government guidelines. “Such - 
an agency will not only be of great benefit to Arab media, but its' 
voice will be heard in the media all over die world,” it said. 


and men, had come to Lebanon seeking work opport un ities. 
Others, who had gone to Nicosia, Cyprus, on tourist visas and 
worked there as entertainers had travelled to Beirut to be able to 
renew their Cypriot visas. But they were stranded by a new flare-up 
of shelling duds in. and around Beirut winchdosed toe airport and 
made sea travel dangerous. The Philippines government, said it did 
not know of toe situation in Beirut, until it became aware of its 
citizens’ plight through press reports. It then provided toe 
evacuation opportunity. 


Sudanese leader ends visit to Libya 


Egypt to help in UAE literacy drive 


ABU DHABI (R) — Egypt wffl help the United Arab Emirates in 
its drive to end illiteracy by the year 2000, the official news agency 
WAM said Saturday. It said Cairo would provide teachers and 
books and advise on instruction techniques. The UAE cabinet 
approved a 10-year plan in May tq eradicate illiteracy. 


ROME (AP) — Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi said Saturday 
after talks with Sudan’s new leader, Omar Hassan A1 Bashir, that 
Libya will support Sudanese efforts “to preserve its national unity 
through dialogue and cooperation.” The official Libyan news 
agency JANA, monitored in London and Rome, said Bashir ended 
fats visit to Libya Saturday, and Qadhafi accepted an invitation to 
visit Sudan. The agency said the two leaders discussed developing 
bilateral relations and both expressed a belief in “comprehenrive 
Arab unity.” It said they agreed to regular ministerial meetings to 
boost bflaieral cooperation. Bashir, with help from other military 
officers, overthrew Sudanese Prime Minister Sadeq Mahdft 
government June 30. 


Iran settles dispute with India 


Filipinos evacuated from Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AP) — More than 260 Filipinos, many of them female 
entertainers, were evacua t ed from war-torn Lebanon Sunday after 
oompiainmg they were stranded, police said. They were driven out' 
of Beirut in a Syrian-escorted bus convoy as shells rained on the 
Lebanese capital before dawn. Tbe convoy beaded for Damascus. 
A spokesman at tbe Philippines enibasy said toe evacuees were due 
to fly later to Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, to catch a Filipino jetliner to 
M a ni la. Some or the group, mostly women bat unfading children 


NICOSIA (AP)—The framancabmet Saturday approved a draft 
law settling a disputed $255*niflion loan to India's steel organisa¬ 
tion, the Islamic Republic News agency (IRNA) reported. The 
agency, monitored in Nicosia, afro said the cabinet approved-an 
agreement for the purchase of iron ore from India’s Kuderukh 
names. IRNA said toe cabinet meeting under Prime Minister 
Hussein Mnsavi approved the b£D after listening to explanations 
submitted by Economic and Pinanrial Affairs Minister Mohammad 
Javad Iravani and Mines and Metals Minister Mohammad Rexa 
AyatoIlahL No details -of the disputes or the settlement were 
mentioned by the agency. 
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Abu Taleb bas visited tbe Un¬ 
ited States twice before. In 1954 
be attended an artillery officers' 
course in Oklahoma and in 1986, 
whfle governor of Cairo, he vi¬ 
sited 'New York. 
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Crown Prince Hasson Sunday receives partid- 
ganfer in the Wo rld I sto m fc Cornea meetings which ended In Amsmm 
Sateday (Photo by Yousef Al >Allan) 

Crown Prince 
receives WIC team 


AMMAN (Petra) — His- Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Sunday received a delegation rep- 
respiting the World Islamic 
Council (WIC) headed by the 
Sudanese Field Marshal Abdul 
Rahman Swareddahab, who 
briefed the Crown Prince on-the 
Council’s objectives and activities 
in the spheres of Islamic Da Va 
and emergency relief in the Arab 
and. Muslim - Worlds. 

Swareddahab outlined WIC 
efforts-in the occupied Arab terri¬ 
tories and its charitable projects 
there.- * . 

Prince Hassan stressed the 
seed to provide funds fair such 
charitable projects through Waqf 
property and the investment of 
Zakat. (alias) fund in various 
charitable projects, be they scien¬ 
tific or social, with a view to 
ensuring their sustainability. 

Prince Hassan briefed the de¬ 
legation on rite objectives of the 
Hashemite Jordanian Charity for 
Relief, Development and Inter- 
Arab and Islamic cooperation, 
saying that it win support charit¬ 
able activities in Jordan, such as 
assistance for needy families ’and 
employing local resources to sup¬ 
plement social and economic deh 
velopment in Jordan. 

At the pan-Arab and Islamic 
tev&ls. Prince Hassan said, the 


charity wifl cany out the activities 
of the National Jordanian -Com¬ 
mittee for Solidarity with Sudan, 
in addition to those of the Inter- 
Islamic Cultural Cooperation and 
Coordination Committee. 

Late Saturday, the WICs Re- 
, lief and DaVa committee con¬ 
cluded its meetings and adopted a 
number of recommendations de¬ 
signed to alert world public opin¬ 
ion and the Tslamir mi firms and 
international organisations to the 
gravity of the situation in the 
occupied Arab territories. 

The WIC referred to the Israeli 
hostilities against the Aqsa Mos¬ 
que and the holy places in Jeru¬ 
salem and called on all the world 
bodies to provide more protec¬ 
tion and care to Al Aqsa Mosque 
and the holy shrines in Jerusalem. 

The council also recommended 
the formation of a delegation, to 
be headed by Swareddabab, en¬ 
trusted with settling the dispute 
between Mauritania and Seneg al 

The council welcomed the 
establishment of Saddam Uni¬ 
versity for Islamic Sciences as a 
major means of spreading Islamic 
Da’wa and called on the universi¬ 
ty to set asde a number of seats 
for Muslim students from the 
various parts of the Islamic 
World. 


NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

.nlM* : -'ico : i- ..ire- .-t 


PUBLIC HOLIDAY: Ail ministries, government departments and 
public institutions will observe a holiday Saturday, Aug. 12, on the 
occasion of His Majesty King Hussein’s accession to the throne, 
which falls on Friday, Aug, 11, according to a communique issued by 
the Prime Minis ter Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker. (Petra) 

LIBYAN HEALTH AIDE IN AMMAN; Secretary General of the 
Libyan People’s Health Committee Mustafa Zaidi arrives-in Amman 
Thursday-on a three-day visit to Jordan for talks with his Jordanian 
counterpart Zuhair Malhas and senior Jordanian officials on coop¬ 
eration m health issues. Zaichwil] visit a number of health institutions 
to get first-hand information on the health services in Jordan. (Petra) 

PEOPLE’S ARMY: The tenth batch of the People's Army recruits 
in Karalc Governorate Sunday launched a two-day voluntary cam¬ 
paign to dean and mainta i n Karak Castle. This voluntary activity is 
part of the duties of the People’s Army recruits. Moreover, it 
coincides with the need to haVe the castle cleaned as a Czech team 
will conduct full maintenance of die citadel this year. Meanwhile, die 
People’s Army recruits in Qasr district conducted a cleaning 
campaign. 


LOANS FOR FARMERS: The Agricultural Credit Corporation 
board of directors donated JD 357,600 in loans to fanners in June. 
The loans assigned.for fanners to 6nanco535 agricultural projects 
since early 1989 amounted to JD 1,854,305. (Petra) 

MAJAL1 MEETS OMANI ENVOY: Public Security Department 
(PSD) Director General Abdul Hadi A1 Majali Sunday received the 
Omani ambassador to Jordan and discussed with him scopes of 
bilateral cooperation in the field of security. (Petra) 

ACCOUNTING COURSE: A total of twenty accountants em¬ 
ployed at the Tafileb Govemorate’s municipal councils have con¬ 
cluded a three^day course on subjects related to accounting. (Petra) 

EDUCATIONAL COURSE IN TAFILEH: A number of women 
from Taffleh Sunday enrolled in an educational course at Princess 
Basma Centre for Social Services in Taffleh. During the week-long 
course, lectures will be delivered on matters related to health, ■ 
educational, and social fields as well as public- safety. (Petra) 

LIBRARY CLASSIFICATION: A total of twenty five people 
Sunday enrolled in a training programme bn ihdemng as well as 
library classification and docume n tation at the University of Yar- 
mouk. The two-month long programme is designed to raise the 
participants’ standard and expertise'. (J.T.) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbe following listings ane compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised, to verify tbe listed 
rime and place with the concerned instrtutiqns. 

EXHIBITIONS 

4 A plastic arts exUEb&Ben by the Student Affairs Department’s 
r-hihnf the Yarmouk Pnivttstty a* the Housing Barit 

Art Gaflery. 

An exhibition of cartoonsby the bite Jordanlan artist 
Sugbayyar at the Plastic Artists Association, ShmebaaL 

it A photo exhibition entitled “ Bedouin Today” by Japuoe 
p h otographer KojiSalo at the Royal Cottural Centre. 


fr An Arabic play enthfed^Thamamd Thffl” (Price of a Shadow) 
- at tjte Royal Gultnral Centre — 8:M pun. _ 


* A lecture, in Arabic, entitled Bern Breeding fa 

jMdan’* by Dr. SiSbMi Sbehadeh at Abdul EtsmfcJ Shaun 

fiuh • 

* ATrento Sim entffled ‘TDSefi, Cute dM-itfowriSniF 1 at foe 
French CuKural Centre - Mi-pa. 


Palestinian refugee affairs supervisors end talks' 

Meeting seeks continued 
support for Palestinian 
national struggle 


AMMAN (Petra) — Participants in the week-long 
conference of Palestinian Refugee Affairs Super¬ 
visors, Sunday called on .all international and 
regional organisations to provide the necessary 
assistance for the Palestinians to help them pursue 
their national struggle against the Israeli occupation 
authorities. 


At foe conclusion of their 
meetings here, participants 
hailed the Palestinian uprising in 
the occupied Arab territories and 
stressed the need for continuing 
Arab support for the uprising 
under the leaderririp of the Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO). - 

The conferees,, also-discussed 
the Arab League general secre¬ 
tariat report on the latest de¬ 
velopments on the Palestinian 
scene and recommended the pre¬ 
paration of tbe detailed and inde¬ 
pendent working papers on the 
issues' contained m the secretariat 
report. 


The conference reviewed the 
memoranda submitted by the 
Arab countries hosting Palesti¬ 
nian refugees, on the need for a 
pan-Arab mass media mobilisa¬ 
tion in support for the uprising. 

On the Israeli threats to the 
Aqsa Mosque in the occupied 
Arab city of Jerusalem, tbe con¬ 
ference called for massive media 
mobilisation to expose the Israeli 
practices and their human rights 
violations. 

The conference also discussed 
the services offered by tbe United 
Nations Relief and Works Agen¬ 
cy for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East (UNRWA), with mam 


concentration on the self-help 
projects and the special hardship 
cases programmes, and stressed 
the need for resuming the dis¬ 
tribution of rations to all the 
Palestinian refugees in the occu¬ 
pied Arab territories. 

Also under discussion were the 
demographic imbalance in the 
occupied territories as a result of 
the Jewish migration from and to 
the occupied territories and tbe 
Israeli plans, aimed at expelling 
the Palestinians from their home¬ 
land ami replacing them with 
Jews. 

In this regard, the conference 
adopted a decision calling for a 
more support to tbe Palestinians 
in the occupied territories in 
order to enhance their steadfast¬ 
ness and enable them to hold to 
thefr land. 

Tbe conference was attended 
by representatives for Jordan, Sy¬ 
ria, Palestine, Egypt and the 
Arab League. 


Downpayment reduction reflects 
positively on housing projects 


(Petra) — Dir 
the Urban Development Depart¬ 
ment (UDD) Hicham A1 Zagha 
Sunday said that the govern¬ 
ment’s decision last month to 
reduce the downpayment payable 
by beneficiaries from UDD hous¬ 
ing projects from 10 per cent to $ 
per cent has reflected positively 
on tbe UDD housing projects, 
which witnessed an increase in 
the number of people wishing to 


benefit from these projects. 

The decision will also apply to 
those who wish to benefit from 
Um Fawwarah Housing Project, 
which includes 1,400 housing 
units. 

The decision also applies to 
Marka’s second housing project 
and Russeifa’s second housing 
project. 

Zagha pointed onl that the Hous¬ 
ing Bank has recently reduced the 


interest rates on loans to benefi¬ 
ciaries from the UDD housing 
projects from 8.5 per cent to 8 per 
cent with the aim of supporting 
the low income communities. 

Before the government’s deci¬ 
sion to cut the downpayment by 
half, beneficiaries from UDD 
housing projects used to pay an 
amount ranging between JD 250 
to JD 700. 


ACC labour ministers form 4 committees 


BAGHDAD (Petra) — Labour 
and Social Development Minis¬ 
ters in the Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) states Sunday 
signed min utes of the joint meet¬ 
ing that started here Saturday. 

The minutes provided for the 
fo rmati on of four committees, 
one for studying the labour laws 
in the four countries in prepara¬ 


tion for drawing up a unified 
ACC law; a second one for stan¬ 
dardising the social security leg¬ 
islations; die third to study voca¬ 
tional training and the fourth to 
study the posabHity of setting np 
.an informati on b ank. 

The minutes also provided for 
the exchange of expertise, in¬ 


formation and know-how and the 
utilisation of the available re¬ 
sources at the universities and 
technical institutions in vocation¬ 
al training programmes. 

The minutes also provided for 
coordinating the respective 
stands of the four countries at 
regional and ihternation^ confer¬ 
ences. 


Jordan, N. Yemen discuss cooperation 


sed 


AMMAN (Petra) — Director 
general of the Jordan Coopera¬ 
tive Organisation Sunday discus- 
with North Yemeni secretary 
of Local Councils fair 
itive Development Sadeq 
Abu Ras means to bolster coop¬ 
erative activities. 

During the meeting, they 
agreed to tjrain Yemeni cadres in 


the field of cooperatives and to 
dispatch Jordanian agricultural 
engineers to North Yemen to 
prepare a study about arable 
lands. 

In a statement to Petra, Abu 
Ras said that bis visit to Jordan is. 
designed to discuss the existing 
fraternal relations in the agri¬ 


cultural field, exchange expertise, 
benefit from Jordan’s agricultural 
expertise, and discuss the merg¬ 
ing of institutions within the 
framework of Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC). 

He added that the ACC coop¬ 
erative organisations made great 
steps in the field of cooperation. 


Sqour, FAO director hold talks on 
community development programmes 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of 
Social Development Secretary 
General Mohammad AI Sqour 
Sunday discussed with director 
general of the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organisa¬ 
tion (FAO) scopes of bilateral 
cooperation in the field of rural 
community development and the 
rural development programmes 
in Jordan. 


The Jordanian officials also dis¬ 
cussed with the U.N. official 
prospects for undertaking a study 
on the impact of economic adjust¬ 
ment cm the local communities, 
with, the participation of FAO, 
which has been involved in simi¬ 
lar studies. 

The study is designed to draw 
up development programmes 
capable of alleviating the nega¬ 


tive consequences of the econo¬ 
mic situation. 

The two officials agreed to 
bolding a national meeting, in 
which all institutions concerned 
with development, will take part. 

Such a mdeting is intended to 
help formulate an integrated de¬ 
velopment programme, upon 
drawing tbe next five-year econo¬ 
mic and social development plan. 


ACC health ministers discuss 
cooperation in drug industries 


BAGHDAD (Petra) — Health 
ministers from the four-mem¬ 
ber Arab Cooperation Council 
(AO C) — Jordan, Iraq, Egypt 
and North Yemen — Saturday 
discussed scopes of cooperation 
in the area of national drug 
industries and chemicals, and 
agreed to unify their stands 
vis-a-vis foreign drug suppliers. 

In a statement to Petra, 
Health and Social Develop¬ 
ment Minister Znbafr Malhas 
said a committee was formed 


and entrusted with drawing up 
an integrated plan of action, 
which will be presented to the 
ACC states within a month. 

Malhas added that the four 
ministers have agreed to 
cooperate in technical, and 
medical fields, particularly in 
the areas of expertise and 
know-how. 

However, the minister noted, 
each country will draw up its 
perceptions of the form of such 


cooperation and will convey it 
to tbe Iraqi Health Minister 
within a month. 

The four ministers also 
agreed to coordinate their 
stands in all Arab, regional and 
international medical gather¬ 
ings. 

In this regard, an agreement 
was made whereby all four 
m i nist ers will meet to formulate 
a unified stand before j oining 
any conference. 


New project to boost tourism 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A new 
brochure is being produced by 
the Ministry of Tourism as a 
means to promote tourism in the 
Kingdom. 

Folio wing a meeting, proposed 
by the U.S. Agency for Interna¬ 
tional Development (USAID) 1 
and attended by. Ministry or 
Tourism Secretary General Nasri* 
Ataflah as well as a representa¬ 
tive of tbe Private Services De¬ 
velopment Project (PSDP) in 
Amman, steps were initiated to 
assist in the production of such a 
brochure. 

At Atafia’s request PSDP cal- 
i led on their professional printing 


and graphic design expert, SJL 
. Dutta, to visit the Kingdom and 
assist in the preparation of a new 
brochure bong completely de¬ 
veloped and produced locally for 
worldwide distribution to encour¬ 
age tourism in Jordan. 

As a result of Dntta’s assign¬ 
ment, special attention is being 
devoted to the training of local 
printing and graphic professionals 
to improve the quality and the 
professionalism in printing. 

While assisting in the design 
and production of the brochure, 
Dntta is also directing the renova¬ 
tion of the Mmistzy’s easting 


equipment to permit professional 
in-house printing as required. 
This is one of the activities of the 
project which is working to im¬ 
prove the quality of services in 
the Kingdom. 

In the coarse of his t raining 
assignment in Jordan, Dutta has 
also been working with Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) in foe preparation 
of a hew tourist promotional 
brochure to be made available at 
RJ offices throughout the world. - 
lhe RJ brochure will be multi¬ 
lingual which win increase its 
vaiue, permit expanded distribu¬ 
tion and iw^ch a wider audience. 
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Prime Minister Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker Sunday visits Al Bashir Hospital iu Amman (Petra photo) 

Premier urges NMI to improve 
services at Al Bashir Hospital 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker 
Sunday paid an inspection visit to 
Al Bashir Hospital, where he was 
briefed by its director on toe - 
services, the curative medical 
treatment it offers to citizens and 
means of developing and upgrad¬ 
ing the levels of such services. 

After a tour of the various 
hospital sections, Sharif Zaid 


voiced concern for the need to 
develop the hospital and improve 
its curative services, in line with 
the directives of His Majesty 
King Hussein to the government. 

Sharif Zaid expressed appre¬ 
ciation to all the hospital's medic¬ 
al staff for their efforts, saying 
that they perform their duties 
efficiently. 


The prime minister called on 
the National Medical Institution 
(NMI) to improve the hospital's 
situation and to perform the 
necessary maintenance within the 
framework of an integrated prog¬ 
ramme. which should be im¬ 
plemented as soon as possible. 

The prime minister was accom¬ 
panied on the visit by the NMI 
Director General. 


Dinar reboards RJ flights 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) wiD accept the 
Jordanian dinar, in addition to 
the mqjor foreign currencies, 
aboard Hs planes as of Monday, 
Aug. 7, according to an RJ 
spokesman Sunday. 

The spokesman said that the 
exchange rate, set ont by the 
commercial banks, upon direc¬ 
tives from the Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ), will govern the 
RJ dealings, either on board 
its planes, or at the Queen Alia 
International Airport’s free 
market. 

Tbe source noted that the 
RJ, in its interest to abide by 


the government’s policy aimed 
at stabilising the dinar’s ex¬ 
change rate, has maintained 
the official exchange rale, as 
announced by the CBJ, until 
July 12, and has accepted the 
Jordanian dinar for s al es on 
board its planes, in view of the 
fact that the free market and 
the sales on board its planes are 
folly owned by the RJ and are 
considered a major source of 
foreign currency. 

However, to avoid any speci¬ 
fic temptations which might re¬ 
sult from tbe big difference in 
tbe foreign exchange at that 


time. RJ decided then to limit 
.the sales on board Us planes 
only — and not at the free 
market — to the foreign cur¬ 
rency, in coordination with the 
authorities concerned, particu¬ 
larly the CBJ. 

’’The cancellation of this 
provisional measure, as of 
Monday, comes in fine with the 
wise poficy adopted by the CBJ 
and the financial measures 
taken to stabilise the exchange 
rate of the dinar , which is a 
positive indicator of the Jorda¬ 
nian financial policy,” the 
statement said. 


American bonds to be issued by 
Jordan for low-income housing 


AMMAN (Petra)—The Finance 
Ministry has agreed to float in 
American financial markets 
bonds worth $20 million in the 
name of the government of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
guaranteed by toe United States 
Agency for International De¬ 
velopment (USAID). 

The amount will be reloaned to 
the Housing Bank, which fi¬ 
nanced low-income housing pro¬ 
jects in Jordan. The bank has 
financ ed toe first and second 
Urban Development* Projects, in 
addition to other housing projects 
carried out by private-sector in¬ 
vestors. 

Tbe bonds wfl] be issued for the 
Jordanian government by Weber 
Strayne, an American financial 
company, at a static annual rate 
of 8.75 per cent. The repayment 


period will be 30 years, including 
a 10-year grace period during 
which no repayments shall be 
made. 

However, following the first 
ten jrears, toe amount will be paid 
in equal installments. 


In 1986, the government flo¬ 
ated bonds worth S15 million in 
toe United States and reloaned it 
to the Housing Bank in line with 
the government's policy to pro¬ 
vide proper housing to limited 
and low-income communities. 


Badram meets 2 envoys 


AMMAN (Petra) — Agriculture 
Minister Adnan Bad ran Sunday 
discussed with the Sudanese 
ambassador to Jordan the possi-. 
bility of leasing Sudanese land 
where water sources are available 
to Jordan for planting fodder and 
maize. 

This step, on the part of the 
ministry, is in implementation of 
the government's financial poli¬ 
cies aimed at providing alternate 


sources to make up for toe im¬ 
ported items, which cost the 
treasury JD 12 million a year. 

Also under discussion Sunday 
was the possibility of setting up 
an agricultural station in Sudan 

Badran also met with the 
Swedish ambassador to Jordan 
and discussed with him prospects 
of utilising toe Swedish experi¬ 
ence in the area of forest manage¬ 
ment. 
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the voters 


WITH the date of the projected national elections fast 
approaching, the election fever among Jor d a n ia n s is also 
fast rising, ft is now expected that the number of can d idates 
will swell to unprecedented heights and the campaigning 
accompanying the election process will likewise a tt a in 
higher than ever pitch. There is no wonder that this 
phenomenon is happening. Afterall Jordanians are hungry 
to exercise this inalienable right and look forward with great 
zeal to the next opportunity when their votes would play a 
pivotal rote in the politics of the country on both domestic 
and international levels. 

Clearly, therefore, the stakes in the anti c ipated elections 
are great, and Jordanian voters would want very much to be 
folly acquainted with the candidates and what they truthful¬ 
ly stand for. The country owes them that much and there is 
no better or more effective way to accomplish this vital need 
than to use Jordanian Television for that purpose. What is 
suggested here is to devote a daily afternoon programme, let 
us say of two hours, during which the candidates would 
debate among themselves on issues important and relevant 
to the Jordanian electorate. This way, the Jordanian voters 
would have at least an opportunity to know the man or 
woman they could be voting for and have an occasion to 
appraise his or her intellect and views on matters that affect 
the lives of Jordanians, be they political, economic or 
otherwise. 

Short of suds an arrangement, many Jordanian voters 
would be literally voting in the dark. As we want them to 
exercise their voting rights intelligently and meaningfully, 
and as the issues affecting Jordan and Jordanians are 
complex and varied, a deliberate attempt must be made to 
educate the Jordanian voters with these issues and with the 
people who cteim a right to pursue them on behalf of their 
supporters. 

In this context, it would be necessary to offer such an 
educational programme to Jordanians free of charge as a 
public service. .And the sooner this process begins the better 
it would be for the entire country. With the projected date 
for the elections set now for mid-November, there is Indeed 
little time left to educate Jordanian voters on the subjects 
and personalities which will dominate the elections. The 
Ministry o? Interior would be well-advised therefore to 
speedup the preparatory process in order to give voters the 
optimum opportunity to get ready for it property. 
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AN editorial in A1 Rc’i Arabic daily Sunday calls on the world 
community to force Israel to abstain from carrying out acts of 
abduction and repressive measures against the innocent people of 
Palestine and Lebanon. Since its abduction of the Shi'iie leader in 
southern Lebanon, the whole world in general and the U.S. 
administration ui particular have been preoccupied with its 
consequences: and it is time for the Jewish state to take a pledge 
never to repeat such action that can only escalate tension and 
trigger more violence in our region, said Al Ra'i daily. The paper 
said that the Jewish state should halt its repressive measures 
against the Palestinian people as well for the sake of paving the 
ground for peace. It seems that Israel, faced with an irrepressible 
intifada and continued Palestinian resistance, and with an 
intention of escaping from world pressure to make peace with the 
Palestinians, has resorted to abduction and repression, said the 
paper. It noted that nothing short of an international conference 
where Israel will be forced to succumb to the requirements of 
peace can help bring stability to the Middle East., Israel, it added, 
can never escape from the moment of truth although it can dodge 
around for a while, and it should understand that terrorism is no 
substitute for peace. The paper reiterated the Arab Nation's total 
condemnation of all forms of terrorism and counter terrorism, 
and said that the Arabs are quite ready for a permanent peace. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i Arabic daily urges all concerned 
authorities in Jordan to properly examine the question of 
emigration of Jordanians. S&lah Abdul Samad says that long 
queues of people line the street in front of a foreign 
embassy in Amman daily awaiting their turn to get a visa of some 
kind and travel abroad. The writer says that finalising a procedure 
for an immigrant visa costs no less than JD 150 in foreign 
.currency. An applicant has to spend money on endorsing 
certificates, on medical examinations and paying fees to get all the 
papers ready for the immigration procedure, he says. This is a 
dissatisfactory phenomenon in our country and calls for the 
concerned authorities to launch an awareness campaign to curb 
continued emigration from Jordan and the continued drain of 
foreign exchange which is badly needed for development under 
the present hard circumstances in Jordan, the writer adds. He says 
that something must be done in this regard while keeping the 
option open for Jordanians to travel for work abroad. 

Sam Af Sihaab daily comments on John Kelly's current tour in the 
Middle East and says that the U.S. envoy who is coining to Jordan 
Sunday had stated that he was carrying no plan for peace in the 
region. What Kelly has heard in Cairo will be repeated in 
.Amman, and that is totally different from the views of the Israeli 
leaders who in the past week launched a media campaign 
spreading Zionist ideas and defending Israeli repressive measures 
in the occupied Arab lands, the paper noted. It said that Kelly and 
the U.S. administration should realise that the Arabs seek peace 
based on justice, and one that can be brought about through an 
international peace conference which can put an end to the whole* 
Arab-lsraeli conflict and restore Palestinian people's rights. Ail 
the Arab countries, said the paper, are in agreement on this 
method of achieving peace; and there can be no chance for Kelly 
to succeed in his mission except by persuading Israel to respond to 
that cause. 


By Ian Black 

SOME LUCKY countries have 
silly seasons at this time of year, 
but another August in the Middle 
East brings little in the way of 
light relief. Israel's kidnapping of 
a militant Shi’ite religious leader 
in South Lebanon and the re¬ 
ported execution of the American 
hostage William R. Higgins by 
the Iranian-backed Hezbollah 
organisation have suddenly cre¬ 
ated a world-class drama which is 
unlikely to have a happy end, 
which ever way you look at it. 

Lebanon is like that: “What’s a 
Druze and wbo gives a damn?” a 
grizzled U.S. television producer 
was once heard to drawl, when' 
some bizarre new twist of secta¬ 
rian allian ce and carnage in the 
Shouf mountains confused him 
beyond patience. Yet Western 
hostages, inducting Britain’s Terry 
Waite, are still chained to 
radiators in Baalbeck and 
Beirut’s southern suburbs and 
three Israeli soldiers are held 
captive by the Hezbollahis. So 
when Israel starts to play dirty, 
the world sits up angrily and takes 
notice. Sanctimonious? Perhaps. 
Or maybe just common sense. 

Israel is good at things like 
that: the same people who 
brought you the Entebbe rescue 
and the assassination of the 
PlJO's Abu Jihad in Tunis last 
year — the soldiers and secret 
agents of what a perceptive Di¬ 
aspora Jew once affectionately 
called “my little gangster state" 

— can still do a nice line in 
derring-do based on precise in¬ 
telligence and strong nerves. 
Chutzpa, they call it in Hebrew. 

There may weO be consider¬ 
able logic to the Israeli operation 

— although Lebanese sources in¬ 
sist that the sheikh has little swap 
value. But the furious interna¬ 
tional reaction to the kidnapping 
is in part a measure of just bow 
unpopular Israel has become in 
the last couple of years. 

While the Palestinian intifada 
rages in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, and the idea of a search for 
real peace looks like such a bad 
joke, who can be surprised if 
Israel attracts so little sympathy? 

It is this yawning gap between 


Hollow talk and 
horror tactics 


declaration and intention that lies 
at the heart of Israel's decline. 
Generations of Israelis were 
brought up by their Middle East 
experts—those famous ones who 
“reafly knew" their enemies—to 
distinguish between Arab rhetor¬ 
ic and reality between what was 
declared in public by Nasser, 
Assad, or Arafat and what was 
said for domestic consumption. 
Arab leaders might say they 
wanted peace, the Israeli argu¬ 
ment rang down deafemngly over 
the years, but they wanted war. 

Israel itself is blessed with a 
prime minister who is long on 
rhetoric and short on hope. Yit¬ 
zhak S hamir ’s whole personality 
has been moulded by the struggle 
against Arab hostility, from his 
days as a leader of the Stem Gang 
in the final days of the British 
mandate, through his experi¬ 
ences as an operations man for 
the Mossad secret service. He is a 
leader whose instinct is to fight 
because peace is impossible. Yet 
he keeps saying that be really 
wants peace. 

And what better evidence 
could he supply than by meeting, 
first secretly and then amid mas¬ 
sive media attention, a West 
Bank lawyer who said that he had 
reported to FLO headquarters in 
Tunis on the talks with the Israeli 
prime minister. 

“You forget about the PLO," a 
cartoonist had Mr. Shamir twink¬ 
ling at his Palestinian interlocu¬ 
tor, “and m forget about the 
Likud.” Cartoons are simpler, 
than life. They are also funnier. 
Mr. Shamir's proposal for hold¬ 
ing elections in the West Bank 
was intended to provide an 
escape route from the comer into 
.which Israel bad been pushed by 
tile intifada. More hawkish (or 
less diplomatic) members of his 
own Likud Party, led by tire 
bullish Ariel Sharon, forced him 
to say what he teafly meant: that 
he had no intention of dealing 
with Yasser Arafat, of allowing 


the creation of an independent 
Palestinian state, or of making 
any territorial concessions what¬ 
soever in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

The pressure of the Likud' 
hawks has created a new word in 
.Hebrew political terminology. 
Hisbuknn, in standard usage, are 
the metal hoops that hold the 
wooden sections of a barrel 
together. In Likud lexicography, 
tire mean binding Mr. Shamir to 
his ideology of Greater Israel, of 
resisting any advances by the 
PLO, ignoring Arafat’s deepen¬ 
ing dialogue with the U.5., keep- 
~ing calm and hoping for better 
times. 

Yet Shamir says he wants 
peace. So does Yitzhak Rabin, 
the Labour Party's defence minis¬ 
ter in the rickety rational unity 
g o v e r nm ent. 

Rabin has recently started to 
make a distinction between 
“PLO-Tunis” and Palestinians in 
the occupied territories. Thus the 
determination seems to be dip¬ 
ping: Rabin, like Shamir, knows 
that the distinction is untenable 
and ultimately meaningless. Af¬ 
ter 20 months of the intifada, with 
the sacrifices flat have brought 
the Palestinians more sympathy 
"mid attention than 20 years of 
often bloody armed struggle, 
there really is no other partner for 
Israel except the PLO. To im¬ 
agine otherwise is no more than 
self-del urioa. 

Jordan gave a timely reminder 
this week of just how much things 
have changed since last summer, 
when it severed ties with the West 
Bank and decided that tire PLO 
could finally go it alone. Jordan 
accused Israel of deliberately de¬ 
valuing the Jo rdanian dinar and 
trying to export the intifada 
across the river. 

Yet some of Israel's brightest 
minds now do little else than 
devote themselves to praying that 
none of tins is true. Diplomats 
are under instructions simply not 


to listen when their American 
counterparts report on the prog- 
tess of the dialogue with the 
PLO, which so shock Israel when 
it began last December. U.S. 
hesitation in condemning last 
month's incideat< when a lone 
Palestinian from Gaza sent 16 


on a bus that was. forced off the 
Jerusalem-Tel Aviv highway was 
seized upon as evidence of the 
sombre depths to which a once 
Joayl .and supportive ally has 
sunk. 

America believes the PLO, or 
at least recognises .that it has no 
alternative but to believe it the 
organisation insists repeatedly' 
that it wants an honourable 
peace; that the terrorism that so 
marred its cause for so many 
.years is a thing of the past; that its 
weapons today are the stone, the 
petrol bomb and international 
sympathy; that its goal is to drive 
borne to Israel that occupation 
cannot last for ever, not to drive 
the Jewish state into the sea. 

Ignoring the change, attested! 
to by Israel’s own inteDjgence 
community but studiously 
ignored by its political leaders, is 
to five a lie. 

None of this makes the FLO a 
troop of boy scouts, but it cannot 
be, as S hamir would have his 
people and the world believe, 
that Arafat simultaneously 
threatens everyone and repre¬ 
sents no one. 

As the intifada continues, 
dominated still by the main¬ 
stream nationalists of Fateh and 
the leftists of the Democratic and 
Popular Fronts, the voice of the 
hardliners is becoming steadily 
louder. The bearded extremists 
of Hamas, the Islamic Resistance 
Movement — ideological cousins 
of those Lebanese Hezbollahis 
wbo want to destroy Israel and 
replace it with a Muslim Palestine 
— are calling the shots more and 
more these days. No one should 
forget that men like the kidnap¬ 
ped Sheikh Obeid graduated 
from a school of hard knocks and 
came to prominence when Israel 
invaded Lebanon in 1962. Know¬ 
ing your, enemy is one tiring. 
Making peace with trim is still 
quite another — The Guardian. 


By Rory Chamring 

Reuter 

ADDIS ABABA — African 
leaders have given the nod to the 
outline of a potentially momen¬ 
tous treaty — a pact to create an 
African economic community. 

They are on course to sign the 
document in mid-1991, the year 
before the European Community 
creates a single, barrier-free mar¬ 
ket for its 12 member nations. 

Advocates of an African com¬ 
munity say the European plan 
poses challenges that add to the 
urgency of their task. 

“To bring about an accelerated 
and equitable socio-economic de¬ 
velopment in our region, the 
founding of such a community is, 
indeed, crucial," Ethiopian Presi¬ 
dent Mengistu Haile Mariam told 
a summit in July of the Organisa¬ 
tion of African Unity (OAU). 

The summit approved propos¬ 
als drawn up by an OAU steering 
committee last November which 
outlined the concept of such a 
community and the institutional 
machinery, transitional measures 
and provisional timetable needed 
to reach the goal. 

The summit resolution did not 
elaborate on these points. 

But a summary of the steering 
committee’s work, presented by 
outgoing ’secretary-general Ide 
Oiunarou to a closed door session 
of the summit, envisages the gra¬ 
dual removal of obstacles to free 
movement of people, goods, ser¬ 
vices and capital. 

“The concept of a community 


Africa drafts treaty 
that would change 

the continent’s face 


further implies the existence of a 
unifi ed monetary system and that. 
the economic, social and cultural 
tides of the member states 
ve been harmonised,*’ said the 
report, a copy of which was 
obtained by Reuters. 

The report envisages the estab¬ 
lishment of an African common 
market over 10 years from 1998, 
as a prelude to developing a 
frill-fledged African economic 
community over the next 20 
years. 

The timetable allows two years 
for ratification of the treaty after 
it is submitted to African leaders 
for signature in mid-1991. It 
would enter into force in 1993. 

By then a free trade area, 
scrapping tariff and non-tariff 
barriers on intra-African trade 
which currently accounts for only 
four per cent of the continent’s 
total export earnings, should 
have been set up in existing sub¬ 
regional groupings. 

The timetable allows 15 years 
from the time the treaty comes 
into force to develop a continen¬ 
tal customs union and adoption of a 
common external tariff system for 
trade with non-African countries. 


overlapping steps to launch the 
common market. 

African leaders endorsed the 
goal of a unified market by the 
year 2000 in their Lagos Flan of 
Action in 1980, a blueprint for 
developing the world’s poorest 
continent towards a goal of col¬ 
lective self-reliance. 

But they were urged at then- 
latest summit to try to advance 
the deadline significantly. 

“Time is not on Africa's side,” 
said Adebayo Adedeji, executive 
secretary of the U.N. Economic 
Commission for Africa. 

Hie said It was becoming in¬ 
creasingly clear the world of the 
future was one of trading blocs 
and economic groupings, which 
stood to gain from collective clout 
in trade and other negotiations on 
economic affairs. 

Hie listed the single European 
Community market from 1992, 
the existing U.S.-Canada free 
trade area, the Australian-New 
Zealand free trade agreement 
and a proposed economic group¬ 
ing in Aria which he linked to the 
24-nation, Paris-based Organisa-' 
tion of Economic Cooperation 


and Development. 

“The real losers in the 1990s 
and beyond are those areas, espe¬ 
cially Africa, where the process 
of economic integration is yet to 
be fully consolidated,’' Adedeji 
said. 

He and other proponents , of a 
unified,Africa argue that unless 
the diverse continent is able to 
deal and bargain collectively on 
trade and other economic mat¬ 
ters, it could end up worse off 
than now. 

African states hope that in¬ 
tegration and cooperation in 
transport, communications, in¬ 
dustry, energy, agriculture and 
other projects would ease press- 
ores on national coffers as they 
pool resources for multi-country 
ventures. 

■ The formation of an Arab 
Maghreb Union last February 
means there is no sub-region now 
without an economic grouping. 

But most of these have suffered 
slippage in timetables for Integra¬ 
tion. Kenya's Nation newspaper 
warned last month that the pros¬ 
pects of political and economic 
unity remained at best hazy. 

Divisions between Fran¬ 
cophone and Anglophone Africa 
were. as wide as ever, temtorial 
disputes were common and an 
obsession with national interests 
was as fervent as ever, it said. 

The steering committee prop¬ 
osals adopted at the recent sum¬ 
mit underscored the challenges 
ahead, declaring a need for “sin¬ 
cere political will.” 
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‘Natives’ vs. natives 


Attrt Oorj******** *. 
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I MB, oot?attire ctttrtoda or Aqcrtcobrtftarprise) 


ApJdSanbfr of “rutin” 

thelaaan^candSslkeratarcdonotcometotinscmmtiyastoky 


to Arab men or as muuwScs. . - 

Tbevcnd m teaching English to oar Uds — and footing, at so 
“rtrtS 5 htewta* teacher* 


in dtdr countries. ■■ •... „ 

Yet certain schools demand “native speakers” — some toffy 
aware of radai bnpBcatiom; others not.knowing any better. 

Souk advertisement blatantly spec^rmdriprriereiHxsz “Brit¬ 
ish or Americana need only wfr.” nri i > 

Furthermore, these xhook often fare (and totitBy 


Jones hot not a AOss WaJBta IbnAan. ___ 

I have seen these “natives” at work. Then- spefong h open 
atrodoms and their treatment ofchOdre a fc oc ca s km a lt y abbomatfr 


They have tittle or no --— v -- . - 

fpyteaa to impose a foreign and »rhotiy ovdedrabie one b> the 
minds of oar children. 

Where, in other parts of the world, does 
Wbat, for heaven's sake, is wrong with speaking EngBsh won a 
slightly Arab accent? ' , 

The Spanish speak EngSsb with a Spanish accent The French 
speak English with a French accent I could go 40 flrerer. / am not 
suggesting that Arab speakers of English do master the language 
weB. Obviously, they are far from mastering it well fa tile 


Bat I knew one thing. Our Ever don’t depend on ti. And one can 
atm getthdr “b”s and 4t p"s wrong and survive. 


the tot*. So what? 

Ask these native speakers ff they can pronounce the words 
“Kfrataf” or “Amman.” 

Hays Hassefai 


Hypocrisy 

EVERYONE agrees that the reported hangbtg of US. Colonel 
Bfari m ht Lebanon Is not exactly a human tiring to do. Bat the 
world reaction Jo'this affair has been even more a pp a Bt ng and 
extremely hypocritical. U is indy revolting to Had that the 
so-caBed hamaa-ri&tts loving nations oofy consider Westers fives 
as being human. ,• ^ 

Jjf b moatingto watch the world medb reporting aB these 
stron^y-wsrded condemnations of thektitihg of one American as 
though no other fives count bn their condemnation agenda. It b 

dbo bizarre how the Western otBdab and the mettia seem to forget 
the wbote incidental the kfdnapphig efShokk Abdul Karim ObeM 

by Mossad agents. It b riso strange to Bad that none ot these 
aatkms try to understand the reasons behtodsoch actions taken by 
frustrated groups of people wbo have been abased and oppressed 

for countless years as a remit of foniga intervention. 

~:Xam Tasti# tbeWmg of ban 

iMmtiMMs a&Um'-Tam odiy qiiiiitkmiBg the d fedibBty of afi 
these nations that condemn actions that an conducted only by 
jfi iM }ps or Hutt on(f Bttbct Western Bvcs or p rope r ty* tt 
these countries fori so revoked by what happened to ffiggfos, then 
why don’t we see sfrmfar reactions to thousands of other innocent 

Bve$ that have not been spared? Area* the chBdren of Palestine, 


Jtm LCOKWIKX CU Maaamanaaaa — -—~ ~ ( Z_1 

coocern for one Western Bfe? Or dowT these cbOdren count? The 
Sony of tim matter btimt one cannrt help bto notice how ths West 

tight* even for animal ri&ts, hot when it comes to Palestinians 
mtbJesdy being k&eA because they demand basic Anman rights, 
we Amt hear apycouduaBaiiQas. And we certahtiy don't sec any 
action Men by countivu who fed so much remorse for the loss of 
human ide- They shooti at least attempt fo be genu ine about their 
concern over everyone who faces Btfusticc aad bmtal warder. 

Sana Atiyeh 
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The first o best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

>s: C : :c£ Jabs: Anwar, near 
AtevyanG&s School 

Take away is available 

Open daih l2:tW-.l‘M* 
p.m. 

bi.'ib Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


St 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take away available 

Open dailv 12:00 ■ 15-JO 
tm-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman Jordan 

K Tef: 661922 / 


' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing. 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12.-00-3:30 

p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight / 
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■CHINESE 
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TAIWAN T0UR1SM0 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-G 
Charcoal Flaming Pot '• 
faknwvwrvin 

Open daBy Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle . 
■ opposite AkHah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 r , 
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MSfMMMft 

Special Executive Lu ncheons 

Take awayseivice 

v -available _ 

OpentWly 12^0-3230 pm 
. . 7.30-41.30 pm 

' After trie Holiday Inn hotel 
Towards 3wf eftrete 


Tef:6S9519 '659520 
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verdict 




CxEnSi Jta* * **? after 

Otof Palme was shot dead on a 
street m central Stockholm, tbe 
murderer has finally been 
brought to justice and found guil¬ 
ty- He is Karl Gustav Christer 
Pcttersson »ed 42, da alcoholic 
™<*rug addict with a history of 
violence, antisocial behaviour 
and petty crime. As it happens, 
he rather looks the part-tooltalJ 


yJt course, no one saw him do 
it ; Nor did anyone actually see 
him with a tun in ins-hand, hot 
even Lisbet Palme. And forensic 
evidence? Well, none, really — 
mainly because the murder 
weapon has never been found. 

And, no, he hasn't confessed_ 

in fact, he still vehemently pmj jfe s- 
ses his innocence: 

Never mind, after all this time 
the pieces in the puzzle finally fit 
together. At least with a few 
resolute shoves here and there. 

How did he do it? Shortly 
before 9 p.m. on February 28 
1986, a dark and icy cold winter 
night; Christer Pcttersson is oa 
his way to score a few grams of 
amphetamine. He spots the 
Palmes going into the Grand 
cinema in central Stockholm and 
decides — for a reason still not 
known — to kin the Prime Minis¬ 
ter. He manages to get hold of a 
.357 Magnum with armour-pierc¬ 
ing ammunition, returns -to die 
cinema and waits — in the mos t 
conspicuous place possible—for 


the Palmes to re-emerge after the 
performance. He limps after 
them down Sveavagen, shoots 
Olof Palme in the back, and 
lingers a short while before be 
leisurely jogs away. Finally, he 
disappears under the noses of 20 
policemen, who happen to be 
positioned on or around the 
escape route, and fates the train 
borne. 

Not only that, he doesn't 
breathe a word about it during 
three years oscillating between 
alcoholic stupor and ampheta¬ 
mine babble, spent in a social 
milieu where one man's word is 
another man's police reward. 

Shortly after his arrest, just 
before Christmas last year, die 
former Minister of Justice Anna- 
Greta Leijon — one of several 
political victims of the .Pafine, 
affair — gave a newspaper inter- . 
view and commented that, “It 
would be such a relief if it turned 
out to be him!” 

With Pettersson's conviction' 
on July 27 it is easy to see why 
Mrs. Leijon, and many cabers, 
should now fed extremely re¬ 
lieved. Despite the rumours, spe¬ 
culations and conspiracy theories, 
the murder of Olof Palme has 
turned out to have no political 
significance whatsoever. Peder¬ 
son apparently has no political 
views one way or the other, no 
particular grudges against socie¬ 
ty, not even any strong feelings 
about the controversial figure of 
Olof Palme. 

In particular, tbe murder had 
nothing whatever to do with the 
complex and sensitive issue of 
Olof Palme’s role as U.N. 
mediator in the Gulf war and the 
coincidental, legal and not so 
legal, sale of Swedish arms to 
Iran — and India, and Singapore, 
and practically anyone else with 
the cash to buy them. Nor was 
there anything at all in the persis¬ 
tent speculations that Palme bad 
fallen victim to an extreme right- 
wing plot, possibly involving de¬ 
ments within the very police pre¬ 
cinct where he was shot and 
within the very Security Police 
whose bodyguards Palme had 
dismissed for the weekend. 

Now no unpleasant facts need 
be faced about Palme’s place in 
the long and dishonourable tradi¬ 
tion for preaching peace in the 


mooting and selling aims in the 
afternoon; nor about the power- 
mi forces inside and outside the 
agencies of the state whose poK- 
tres consist mainly of violent anti- 
pathy towards neutrality, immig¬ 
rants and — for many years — 
Olof Palme himself. 

. However, AnxuHGrefa Leijon 
is probably too much of a politi¬ 
cian not to realise that some 
petmle will always remain un- 
fooled. In a suvery taken before 
the trial, 62 per cent of Swedes 
refused to believe in Pettersson's 
guilL 

Wit h his conviction it is of 
course anyone's guess whether 
that number wDl have been re¬ 
duced significantly. In most peo¬ 
ple's eyes; Pettexsson certainly 
isn’t someone you would invite 
.to tea with yom gran, but nor. 
does he seem to amount to much 
more than a down-and-out who 
can’t even ruck a tin of bolognese 
sauce from the Co-op without 
getting caught, as happened a 
fortnight before he - supposedly 
committed one of the most daring 
political assassinations this cen¬ 
tury. So, it ought to come as no 
surprise to anyone that there is 
now talk of a miscarriage of 
justice. 

. The trial began as farce, but 
soon switched to tragedy. It was 
bad enough that the case was 
.built entirely on cir cumstantial 
evidence; worse that it rested to a 
large degree on three witnesses 
who promptly retracted their evi¬ 
dence in court and testified to 
undue pressure being put cm 
them during police questioning— 
pressure, such as having the tan¬ 
talising words “Fifty million kro¬ 
nor!” (the official reward) repe¬ 
atedly whispered in one’s ear. 
Then, with the trial on the verge 
of disintegrating, lisbet Palme 
dramatically entered tbe stage. 
-In.a-letter to the court, arriving 
the day before her scheduled 
appearance, she demanded that 

cameraj but^without* 1 the defen¬ 
dant being present and without 
any form of video or tape record¬ 
ing — not oven by the court, 
which had to rely solely on ste¬ 
nographers. Although most of 
her demands were met, Lisbet 
Palme’s conduct was regarded 
with mixed feelings. From a hu- 
, man .point of_view, it seemed 
relatively littie.to asferTsfnce she. 
is, obviously, stiU.under severe'' 
mental strain. However, taken 
together withhet previous refusal 
to allow Pettersson’s defence 
lawyer to be present at her identi¬ 
fication of him, her attitude to the 
whole case, and to the legal pro¬ 
cess, seemed both arrogant and 
counter-productive. 

• Bearing in mind that tbe court 
was obliged to apply the principle 
of reasonable doubt, that a con¬ 
troversial, video-taped identity 
parade — held two days, after 
Pettersson's arrest last year — 
would certainly seem an occasion 
for scepticism, at least Not only 
was tbe defence excluded from it, 
but Pcttersson was the only one 
in the line-up to wear distinct, 
light-coloured shoes, and be was 
the only derelict among 11 heal- 
toy-looking policemen. IBs low- 
fife existence being already wide¬ 
ly known, lisbet Palme’s first 
unfortunate comment on seeing 
tbe tape was, “Well, it’s easy to 
see which one is the alcoholic, 
anyway.” 

Add to that the feet that she 
seemed to have constructed part 
of her description of the murder¬ 
er to fit Pcttersso n — she men¬ 
tioned, nothing about “piercing 
eyes” until she had seen him on 
the video tape—and it looked as 
though the prosecution’s case had 
come to rest almost entirely on 
desperately wishful thinking. 

AJthcnigh the defence managed 
seriously to undermine the valid¬ 
ity of her testimony — showing 



A flame for Palme: i mmig rants to Sweden were victims of as ugjy press campaign in 1986 


JTV CHANNEL 2 HIGHLIGHTS: .The Golden Giris returns 
Monday evening at 8:30 with a rtew episode entitled a IMe 
Romance. Good thing s come in small packages and Rose wants to 
keen her little bundle hidden and out of sight from Dorothy and 
Blanche. It's not that sbe doesn’t like Jonathan who is a midget, 

or is ashamed of him, she just doesn’t know how to deal with the 

inevitable questions and comments she’s one the ladies are gossg 
to ask. At 9:10 there is Around the World m 80 Daysm which 
dcraintc to find a veaei to them, 

futoAonda stow away aboard the VamfeWt yacht, tat are 
thrown overboard before the boat s ails. T bqr then 
Speedy who agrees to take them aboard the Henrietta. When 
enrioSer Jente announces they are low on feel, Fogg buysjbg 

b^^ has it dismantled imd tto parte bmnedtefaeL Fee^ 

thelast nieces of wood into foe tonace, they sight fend. At l(k20 


her to have been confused to the 
point of hysteria in the minutes 
following the murder—the court 
felt able to dismiss all the doubts, 
arguably with the help of a large 
dose of wishful thinking of thdr 
own. In the end, Christer Petters- 
son was found guilty of the mur¬ 
der of Olof Palme on the tech¬ 
nically questionable evidence of 
die “still profoundly trauma¬ 
tised” (her own words) widow, 
who claims she saw him twice at 
the scene of the crime arid was 
convincingly shown to be mis-' 
taken about one of those occa¬ 
sions. This is the sum total of the 
evidence against Christer Pet- 
tersson. 

Not surprisingly, conspiracy 
theories are rife in Sweden, and 
have been ever since people woke 
up to the news that eerie day after 
die murder. The handling of lis¬ 
bet Palme's testimony was only 
the last of a series of bungles of - 
such elephantine proportions that 
the question now practically asks 
itself: where does -incompetence 
end and intent begin? Although 
quite a few Swedes might choose 
to accept the outcome — if no¬ 
thing else because of a confused 
boredom with the whole sorry 
mess — the feeling will remain 
among many others that the real 
murderer will now never be 
found. 

The cynics will say that Christ¬ 
er Pcttersson is too much of the 
perfect scapegoat for that ever to 
happen. From now on — and for 
a very long time — his face 
behind bars will serve as a com¬ 
forting reminder of the due pro¬ 
cesses of the law whenever 
doubts are raised about what, 
exactly, all those poticemen were 
doing in tbe area at the time of 
the murder. Or about tbe myste¬ 
rious “Iran-Iraq documents” 
from February 1986, which not 
even the constitutional commit¬ 
tee of the Swedish parliament is 
allowed to see. Or about the 
distortions, halftruths and out¬ 
right lies emanating from the 
headquarters of the investigation 
whenever the trail seemed to lead 
away from politically acceptable 
suspects. 

In that political-psychological 
sense, Gbtnster Pettersson’s role 
is not unlike that of Ake Gun- 
narsson's — another loner from 
the outskirts of ordered society, 
who was arrested only a few days 
after the murder. The evidence 
against Gunnarsson was equally 
thin, in fact non-existent, and it is 
now generally accepted that he 
was polled in for no other reason 
♦Han to provide everyone with 
peace of mind during Olof 
Palme’s funeral the following 


week. With the immin ent burial 
of the investigation itself, it is 
hoped that the min ds of most 
people will be equally trouble- 
free. 

If so, it would quite literally be 
the triumph of hope over experi¬ 
ence, because the past three and 
a "half years have been something 
of a farther education in politics 
for many Swedes. It is sometimes 
called the “Italianisation” of the 
Swedish society: a gradual and 
rather painful recognition of the 
fact that tiie' running of an adv¬ 
anced democracy is largely a mat¬ 
ter of maintaining scmisecret net¬ 
works of influence, that vital de¬ 
cisions are more often than not 
taken far away from the elected 
assemblies, and that honesty and 
integrity aren't necessarily the 
first things you associate with 
politicians, public prosecutors 
and policemen. 

In the first weeks after the 
murder, the phrase "Sweden will 
never be the same again” was 
repeated, almost mantralike, in 
the face of what seemed an uncer¬ 
tain and perilous future. In feet, it 
turned out to be quite tree, 
although not in the way it was 
envisaged: instead of tbe lawless 
streets came the lawless corridors 
of power, and with it increasing 
proneness to embarrassing acci¬ 
dents and sheer panic, inter¬ 
rupted only by a Borgia-like lack 
of subtlety which had not been 
seen before. 

A case in point is the Alice-in- 
Wondeiiand verdict in the recent 
Before arms smuggling trial, 
when tbe two directors accused of 
selling arms illegally were acquit¬ 
ted despite admitting to the 
charges. In the eyes of many, the 
state and judicial machinery has 
turned from a safe and reliable 
family saloon into something 
which more and more resembles 
a dangerously clattering old 


Sadly, that assessment must 
also include a large part of the 
Swedish media. If there is post¬ 
trial reckoning to be done, it is 
unlikely that there will be much 
to impress one on the credit side 
of, especially, the Stockholm- 
based national press. “Uncritic¬ 
al” isn’t quite the word. Most 
damaging has been the willing¬ 
ness, if not eagerness, to publish 
unfounded allegations, rumours 
and disinformation put out by 
various rival factions within the 
police and security services — 
most infamously in late 1986 dar¬ 
ing a particularly ugly press cam¬ 
paign against Kurdish immig¬ 
rants, some of whom were sus¬ 
pected (wrongly as it turned out) 
of involvement in the murder. 


Appropriate technology 
and feasible technology 


By K.P. Stormer 

Appropriate Technology (AT) or 
Feasible Technology (FT), as IPI 
prefers to call ft, is an attempt to 
adapt the safe and complexity of 
technology to perform necessary 
tasks, making the moat of avail¬ 
able human and eco n omic re¬ 
sources. FT tries to be sensitive to 
the needs, desires and resources of 
those who wiB later use it. It is 
often considered as an alternative 
or a conmlenient to the centralised 
ZSmSjTim industrialised 
world. 

In recent years the image of 
AT has changed: the concept is 
now broader and more pragma¬ 
tic. A mowing number of advo¬ 
cates of AT hive pointed out that 
while small may be beautiful in 
many ways, it is not always 
feasible. 

In some areas it might be possi¬ 
ble to scale down or decentralise 
a large technology, but dangerous 


to do away with it entirely. AT 
must include the principle of 
selectivity in developing a mix of 
large ana small technologies to 
meet specific tasks and condi¬ 
tions. 

In the last few years a growing 
number of appropriate tech¬ 
nologists have come to regard 
themselves as pioneers operating 
at the frontiers of several areas of 
applied science. They argue that 
much of what is called appropri¬ 
ate or feasible technology is in 
fact a particular kind of advanced 
technology designed for coping 
with conditions where resources 
vary. In adap ting to the current 
economic environment, for inst¬ 
ance, AT has led to the creation 
of a number of sophisticated tech¬ 


nologies that are more efficient 
users of energy and material re¬ 
sources. There is good reason to 
believe that the wise application 
of technology in terms of careful 
use of energy through conserva¬ 
tion measures, recycling, and the 
development of renewable 
sources could make growth possi¬ 
ble and sustainable. 

Two basic facts with far- 
reaching consequences have only 
recently been fully recognised in 
the field of alternative energy 
research: 

1. There is no satisfactory sub¬ 
stitute for the electric motor 
where connection to the central 
mid is possible, no alternative to 
hydro-power where it is avail¬ 
able, and no alternative to the 
diesel engine in terms of overall 
efficiency (performance per unit 
of weight, space etc.). 

2. No so-called alternative sys¬ 
tem can be self-generating in 
terms of energy balance, e.g. 
solar, wind and geothermal 
power. 

As regards energy, the logical 
conclusion must be that pet¬ 
roleum fuels must be replaced as 
far as possible by renewable ener¬ 
gy sources, for instance fuel alco¬ 
hol, producer gas, biogas and 
wood. Reafforestation program¬ 
mes are therefore of paramount 
importance, far more so than, for 
example, the kind of research 
which is taking place all over the 
■AT scene into more efficient 
wood consumption .(charcoal bur¬ 
ners, distribution problems, 
prices etc.). 

Economic growth 

The problems of growth are a 
monumental challenge to human 


ingenuity, in both the industrial¬ 
ised «nd the developing worlds. 
Both now have the opportunity to 
redress some of the .perceived 
errors and wrongs of the past. 
These errors and wrongs may be 
categorised under four major 
headings: 

A human definition of growth 

The quality of life is as impor¬ 
tant as the quantity of material 
output; increased consumption of 
raw materials is not a satisfactory 
measure of human progress. 

Sustainable growth 

Sophisticated 1 industrial econo¬ 
mies must tackle the transition 
from production processes that 
exhaust resources and produce 
undesirable wastes to processes 
that use renewable or recycled 
resources. 

Decentralised growth 

The scale and geographical dis¬ 
tribution of technology have to be 
adjusted to the actual distribution 
of needs. 

Diversified growth 

There is a need for a diverse 
mix of technologies, from which 
those best suited to the job and 
location in question can be 
selected. 

K.P.- Stormer is Director of 
the Institute of Production In¬ 
novation (IPI) at tbe University 
of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. — 
Tbe abridged article is reprinted 
from tbe Wesf German maga¬ 
zine. Gate. 


There is probably nothing con¬ 
spiratorial in this docility: it’s 
simply that in the village atmos¬ 
phere of the capital’s political 
life, the Stockholm press tends to 
see an awful lot of trees where the 
rest of Swedish media have fewer 
diffi culties in recognising a forest. 
* With or without the aid of a 
critical press, though, Christer 
Pettersson’s prospects certainly 
look bleak. Although the defence 
is said to have found another 
witness who can give him an alibi 
for the" night of the murder—tbe 
first such witness was, con¬ 
troversially, dismissed as unreli¬ 
able — tbe conviction looks likely 
to stand, since almost any alibi 
can be made to look unreliable 
after three and a half years. It is 
worth noting, however, that be 
was convicted on a majority ver¬ 
dict, in which the two experi¬ 
enced judges dissented from tbe 
view of the six “lay assessors” 
making up the jury. With the 
nature of the Swedish Appeal 
Court system, involving a prog¬ 
ressively larger proportion of pro¬ 
fessional jurists, there is a remote 
chance that the evidence wfl] 
eventually be pronounced in¬ 
adequate and Pettersson set free. 

Meanwhile, back at tbe “Palme 
Squad” headquarters, the desks 
are being cleared, the bullet¬ 
proof windows (supplied; in¬ 
cidentally, by a police officer- 
turned-security consultant, who 
has himself been interviewed in 
connection with tbe murder) are 
being taken down and detectives 
are returning to their normal 
duties — leaving no more than a 
skeleton staff to keep an eye on 
the VDUs for any unexpected 
bleeps and to await the results 
(due in about two years' time) of 
test-shooting all the Smith & 
Wesson .357s licensed in Sweden.. 
Who knows, perhaps Petteison’§ 
fingerprints will turn up on one of 
them? 

The winding-down of the 
Palme investigation will no doubt 
be accompanied by the outraged 
cries of a small band of dedicated 
conspiracy theorists and freelance 
investigators, but my guess is that 
a majority, despite recent experi¬ 
ence, will greet it with a mixture 
of resignation and, indeed, relief 
— that Olof Palme is, finally, 
allowed to rest in peace and that 
Sweden remains, if not tbe same, 
at least as a passable version of 
itself. 

But the question whether the 
tragicomedy of the last three and 
a half years can be ascribed to 
incompetence or intent, cockup 
or conspiracy, may not even be 
for the future to decide — The 
Guar dian , 


Quiet breeze of change blows 
through Japanese imperial palace 


By Eric Tafanadge 

Tbe Associated Press 
TOKYO — A quiet breeze of 
change has been blowing through 
the Imperial palace since Emper¬ 
or Akurito succeeded his father. 
But in a monarchy proud of its 
1,200-year history, change 
doesn’t come easily. 

To most of the nation, AJtihito 
remains sa distant figure seen 
only through the bits and pieces 
of news gathered by a small group 
of reporters who cover the daily 
activities of the royal famil y from 
offices b ehin d the Tokyo palace's 
moat and high stone walls. 

However, for tbe past eight 
months, tbe public has seen the 
man on the oysanthemum throne 
portrayed in a much softer, more 
personable light than Ins enigma¬ 
tic father, Hirohito. 

“He is a more democratic per¬ 
son than his father was, because 
they were raised in a different 
era,” said one palace reporter, 
who has covered both emperors. 
“He really wants to get out 
among tbe people, and has sur¬ 
prised some attendants by sud¬ 
denly changing his schedule to do 
so.” 

Such comparisons between 
Hirohito, who was revered as a 
god until the end of World War 
H, and Alrihito, the first Japanese 
emperor to accede not as a deity 
but as a man, have dominated 
AJdhito's reign. 

- On his first trip away from the 
capital, Akihito used a less regal 
form of speech when addressing a 
crowd and insisted on fewer uni¬ 
formed guards along procession 
routes — though more plainclothes 
police wore deployed. 

The 55-year-old emperor re¬ 
portedly even asked for the re¬ 
moval of a curtain separating 
hhnftelf and Empress Michiko 
from other passengers on a char¬ 
tered flight to the tree-planting 
festival in late May. 

“I think it’s fine ... tbe Imperial 
household must adapt to historic¬ 
al developments,” Prince Mika- 
sa, Akihito’s unde and at 74 the 
oldest male member of the Impe¬ 
rial family, recently said in a rare 
interview with the Yomiuri Shim- 
bun, Japan’s largest newspaper. 

While still crown prince, Akihi¬ 
to shocked traditionalists in 1959 
when he married a commoner. 
The marriage was warmly wel¬ 
comed by the Japanese public. 

The royal couple then broke 
with the past by raising their two 
sons and daughter by themselves. 





The Imperial Japanese family in front of the Imperial palace. The 
hte Emperor Hirohito is fourth from left ((Be photo). 


Akihito was sent off to be reared 
by chamberlains at age 3. 

More changes were expected 
after the Jan. 7 death of Hirohito, 
whose 62-year reign — the 
longest in Japanese history — 
covered a tumultuous period of 
history that many Japanese still 
struggle to understand. The coun¬ 
try waged a disastrous war in 
Asia, suffered a humiliating de¬ 
feat in 1945 and rose from the 
ashes of its bombed-out dries to 
become a modern economic su¬ 
perpower. 

But tbe momentum of Imperial 
history makes it difficult for Aki¬ 
hito to make major changes in an 
institution that can trace its roots 
back to at least the 8th century 
and, by legend, to Emperor Jim- 
mu in 660 B.C. 

Akihi to will give his first news 
conference, open to a select 
group of 50 foreign and Japanese 
reporters, on Friday, eight 
months after taking the throne. 

Like his father, who met with 
the foreign and Japanese press in 
several such encounters, Akihito 
will answer only a set of questions 
submitted in advance ana negoti¬ 
ated with palace officials for 
several weeks. The meeting is 
expected to last less than an hour 
and cover questions like those 
Hirohito accepted from repor¬ 
ters: The war, the emperor’s role 
in modem Japan, palace life and 
whether things are likely to 
change. 

Surrounding the emperor are a 
handful of chamberlains, person¬ 
al doctors, nurses and ritualists. 

Most of Hirohito's chamber¬ 
lains continue to carry out palace 
duties of some sort, and disagree¬ 
ments between the Akihito and 
Hirohito camps are not uncom¬ 
mon, tbe palace reporter said, 
requesting anonymity. 

The chamberlains, themselves 
often descended from nobility or 
illustrious families, are known to 
oppose innovation, even by youn¬ 
ger chamberlains. Many see 
themselves as tbe protectors of 
tradition. 

Little change is expected in the 


daily rituals carried out at three 
shrines on the palace’s wooded 
grounds. Ritualists dressed in tra¬ 
ditional robes and headwear pre¬ 
sent offerings of food and wine at 
the shrines—one each dedicated 
to the gods in general, the Impe¬ 
rial ancestors and the sun god¬ 
dess, Amaterasu, from whom 
Japan’s royal line is said to have 
descended. 

Hirohito renounced his divinity 
as a “false concept" at the urging 
of die U.S.-led occupation forces 
in 1946. A new constitution, 
omitting references to the emper¬ 
or’s special relationship to tbe 
gods, was drafted in 1948. 

That constitution also put an 
end to state backing of Shinto, 
Japan’s indigenous religion, 
which had been transformed from 
a kind of nature worship into an 
emperor-centered form of 
nationalism by a military govern¬ 
ment seeking to feel its war 
machine. 

But just before Hirohito's 
deaths, senior ritualist Toshinobu 
Maeda said tbe renunciation of 
divinity did not affect palace 
rites, and that Akihito’s accen- 
sion would not, either. 

Since the revised constitution 
took effect, toe ritualists have 
been the private employees of the 
emperor and are not paid by the 
government. 

Meanwhile, fear of stirring up 
the state-religion controversy was 
delayed a government announce¬ 
ment on where another rite, toe 
daijo-sai, will be held. 

During that mystical ascension 
rite, scheduled for November 
1990, Akihito is supposed to have 
his first communion withs 
Amaterasu and then be reborn a 
god. News reports have said the 
daijo-sai could cost as much as 10 
billion yen ($70 million). 

Tokyo apparently has been 
chosen for security reasons, but 
officials refuse to publicly rule 
out Kyoto, the ancient capital in 
western Japan where the Imperial 
family resided for mroe than a 
miflenium. 
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ral Meserve Board eases 
* of recession in U.S. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Federaf Reserve Soard, the U.S. 
central bank, may have hauled 
the American economy back 
from the brink of z recession 
which loomed after years of sus¬ 
sed grov/tii. 

After reining in inflation ear¬ 
lier this year before it got out of 
■cccrrol, the Fed appears to have 
related 3s grip on credit just in 
time, according to a number of 
economists. 

Figures released Iasi week on 
smpfoysient and oc home, car 
and department store sales sug¬ 
gest the economy is already re¬ 
sponding to a decline in interest 
rates in June and July. 

“■ ■."i nat the data are telling us is 
that the slowdown in growth has 
pretry much bottomed out," 
F.ccerc Caandross, chief econom¬ 
ist of Uoytis Bsslt PLC in New 
York, said. "It’s not a recession 
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LCMDOW ;R} — The British 
e\y^srr.7mnt's axbirious plans to 
privatise the water and electricity 
•j?fifties rzzs: overcome porential- 

serious hnrdles if the multi- 
hi: lion Jcllur sci-ss are to go 
ri^ronch cn schedule. 

Tc.o Water Industry of England 
aid Wr.!ss is to be sold to the 
public in November for up to £7 
billion (SI1 billion) and the £25 
billion j$?40 billion) electricity 
rrivr-isarion is due to begin early 
r.crrr year. 

But stock market analysts be¬ 
lieve the soverament will have to 
■r-if-. hard if h js to complete the 
r.-; ‘.anes- sates of its wide-rang- 
hy t’-tvafiscac-n programme in 
lini-i Icr the nest genera! election, 
vv.id: must be called by June, 

“. : i -: •: minimise th ? diffi- 

. zziz- t;n; analyst, “they 
.'.'rr.c.ir&vit. 

7 :me hknistir Margaret 
:c!.cr's government has 
: r-ie I to pump about £6 billion 
;ton ) into the water indus- 


scenario." 

Bush administration officials 
still worry privately that Fed 
Chairman Alan Greenspan may 
have kept monetajy policy too 
tight for too long in his fight to 
curb inflation, but is public they 
are happy with the economy. 

“We believe the economy is 
growing on a modest, sustainable 
path that will lead to continued 
job creation consistent with con¬ 
trolling and reducing inflation,’’ 
chief White House economist 
Michael Boskin said. 

Whether the growth will be 
enough to satisfy the administra¬ 
tion, which needs a vigorous eco¬ 
nomy to produce ample tax re¬ 
venues, is another matter. 

Many Wall Street economists, 
like the Fed, expect a growth rate 
of about 1.5 per cent in the next 
few quarters, while the White 
House has forecast 2.7 per cent 


growth this year and 2.6 per cent 
in 1990. 

“The way matters are evolving, 
it’s as though the Fed wrote the 
script," said Norman Robertson, 
chief economist of Pittsburgh's 
Mellon Bank. “It's a remarkab¬ 
le tribute to Alan Greenspan." 

Thoughts of recession, spurred 
by recent disappointing economic 
indicators, all but vanished with 
Friday's strong employment re¬ 
port for July. 

A total of 169,000 jobs were 
created and Jane's figure was 
revised up by 70,000 to 250,000. 
Employment in the subdued 
manufacturing and construction 
sectors rebounded last month, 
the work week lengthened and 
average earnings increased. 

The Labour Department's in¬ 
dex of manufacturing employ¬ 
ment showed that more than half 
the 143 industries surveyed hired 


timetable for water, power sell-off 


try to help pay off its debts and 
meet the cost of complying with 
higher standards of water purity 
demanded by the European 
Community. 

But the water industry esti¬ 
mates the cost of meeting EC 
'standards could be as high as £15 
billion ($24 billion). 

Financial plans for the water 
industry are based on its being 
allowed to meet the new quality 
standards by 1995, rather than 
1993 as demanded by the EC. 

If it is forced by the .Community 
to bring in the changes sooner 
rather than later, the privatisa¬ 
tion timetable may be affected, 
according to analyses who see two 
options. 

The government may have to 
inject further capital into the in¬ 
dustry to help it meet a shorter 
investment timetable. Or each 
water authority could be forced 
to rewrite financial plans appear¬ 
ing in the prospectuses for the 
sale. This would likely delay the 
flotation. 


“That’s one of the big question 
marks hanging over the flota¬ 
tion," said Angela Whelan of 
stockbokers Barclays de Zoete 
Wedd in London. 

Thatcher’s earlier privatisa¬ 
tions such as the gas and tele- 
pohone companies were wel¬ 
comed by the public as an oppor¬ 
tunity to make a quick killing on 
the stock market. 

But the proposed water sale 
has been widely perceived to be 
unnecessary and there have been 
public fears that land owned by 
the water companies could be 
sold to property developers. 

The privatisation aroused con¬ 
siderable unpopularity even be¬ 
fore the announcement in late 
July that tiie water companies 
would be allowed to impose Mg 
price rises after privatisation. 

The buga electricity sell-off, 
involving the restructuring of the 
whole industry, could run into 
snags over the dismantling of old 
nuclear power stations and the 
details of contracts between elec- 




iseks loans, debt relief from banks 


r.. i,A (R) — The Philippines 

•• 1:1 :r •: for nsv/ loans and debt 
v z heip bridge a $1.7-bfllion 
gap “.vr.sn it opens debt 
:*-V.:s -r.h. foreign banks in New 
Ycr: Yucs-ay. "government offi- 
cr.is r.r.d fare!® bankers said. 

Foreign economic experts said 
r-c-a-'d probably be the 
next country to benefit from a 
U.S.-sportscrad plan to shrink 
Third "World debt. Mexico be- 
curae -he first when it signed an 
ogree.r.enr ivfih its commercial 
backs on July 23. 

Manila's commercial creditors 
d ? r.o; ‘.van: to give new money or 
:: rriv; Oeb:. but the experts said 
:':c ’rcnlcs v*cu!c probably agree 
l: - bit if both lo shov/ support 
■ r -r riii’ippine economic reforms 
r.r. J because Washington is ccm- 
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mined to the debt plan. 

“The Philippines will get new 
money and some debt reduction, 
but it mil be very different in 
design” from the Mexico accord, 
said a Western economic expert- 
close to the talks. 

The Philippines’ foreign debt 
totals $28 bulion including $13 
billion owed to commercial credi¬ 
tors. 

The head negotiator. Central 
Bank Governor Jose Fernandez, 
says only $7 billion in medium- 
and long-term loans from banks 
would be eligible for any debt 
reduction scheme. 

Foreign Secretary Raul Man- 
glapus says he expects the U.S. 
treasury to exert influence on the 
banks to ensure the debt talks 
succeed. 

“It is to the interest of die U.S. 
to have its policy succeed so that 
other experiments, other applica¬ 
tions may also have a good start 
with the positive example of Mex¬ 
ico and, hopefully, the Philip¬ 
pines,’’ he told reporters Friday. 

The plan proposed last March 
by U-S. Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady recognises that 
the banks' past practice of piling 
debt on top of existing debt fails 
to resolve and often exacerbates 
the Third World’s economic 
woes. 

Washington will probably be 
unwilling to apply as much press¬ 
ure on behalf of the Philippines as 
it did for Mexico, whose economy 
has a far more direct impact on 


the United States. 

Manila, the world's fourth big¬ 
gest debtor, has some important 
cards to play in New York. 

Other big debtors like Brazil 
and Argentina are not yet pre¬ 
pared to present comprehensive 
proposals to creditors and the 
government of President Corazon 
Aquino has received a seal of 
good housekeeping this year from 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the World Bank. 

It lias also managed for the first 
time since the early 1980s to 
reach its own tax-collection 
target, a source of long-standing 
concern for the IMF and major 
donor countries. 

Western financial experts say 


the IMF has urged Manila to 
impose higher taxes next year to 
boost revenues, but Aquino, 
afraid of public reaction, said she 
would try to avoid that by impro¬ 
ving existing tax collection. 

The World Bank said Manila 
had set an extremely ambitious 
target and gained fiscal credibility 
by exceeding it so far. 

In the first half of the year, the 
government collected 39 3 billion 
pesos ($1.87 billion) in income, 
excise and value-added taxes, 
surpassing its target by 1.7 per 
cent and marking a 24.6-per-cent 
increase over collection in the. 
corresponding period of last year. 
Bureau of Internal Revenue fi¬ 
gures showed. 
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iSQABS TO SUCCESS... 

HERE ARE 45 OF THEM 

And me "road mao'' you need is the FREE ICS Career Kit—-the same 
Career Kit we've sent to millions ol men and women an over the world. It 
works—and it can work lor you. 

ICS doesn't promise you success: no legitimate educational institution 
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FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Apartment, in a two-floor villa, consisting of 2 
bedrooms, salon, sitting room, and a idtehen 
fully supplied with electrical equipment with 
grand furniture, central heating, telephone, and 
separate entrance. 

Location: 7th Circle, behind Al Waha Stores. 

Please call Telephone 812894 Amman. 


VILLA FOR RENT IN UM UTHA1NA 


Four bedrooms, built-in closets, three bathrooms, L-shape 
large reception & dining room area. Separate living room 
with terrace. Large kitchen & veranda , two garages. 
Large green garden + Telephone. 

Contact 817600 


VILLA FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, 3 verandas, big garden, 
central heating, garage, telephone, maid's suite. 
Location: Dahiyat Al Rasheed (best panorama - Ammman 
- University Street). 

Please call tel: 609969 


JORDAN COMPUTER SOCIETY 

in cooperation with 

Private Services Development Project (PSDP) 

Presents a lecture (in English} on 

SHAREWARE: How software developers can 
profitably market and distribute their products 

Tuesday, Aug. 8,1989,6:30 p.m. 

Abdul Hamid Shouman Foundation Lecture Hall 
Arab Jordan Investment Bank Building (5th floor) 

All computer professionals Invited 


Wage demands spark 
concern in Europe 


more workers last month, the 
highest figure since March. 

“The Industrial sector has stop¬ 
ped a>ntractiiig,’ 1 Je&ey Leeds, 
managing director of' Chemical 
Bank in New York, said. He 
expects gross national product to 
expand at a two per cent rate in 
the second half of 1989. 

The evidence of a rebound on 
the demand side, of foe economy 
is less conclusive. 

Stephen Sliffer, an economist 
with Shearson Lehman Hatton 
Inc in New York, said that con¬ 
sumption after adjusting for infla¬ 
tion fell in May and June. In 
nominal terms it probably rose 
only 0.3 per cent in July. 

The demand-ride components 
point to just 0.5 per cent growth 
this quarter, whereas production 
statistics implied by the employ¬ 
ment report suggest three per 
cent growth. - 


tricity generating and distributing 
companies. 

Protracted negotiations have 
still to produce an electricity pric¬ 
ing formula that will encourage 
the growth of new, independent 
power generating companies 
while still allowing the former 
state-owned generating facilities 
stay in business after the share 
flotation. 

New generating companies can 
take advantage of relatively 
cheap, modern technology, while 
the state-owned sector is saddled 
with the cost of deconmnssiotiing 
old plants and bringing some 
power stations up to higher en¬ 
vironmental standards. 

But while the path to privatisa¬ 
tion may not be easy, analysts 
believe the government is pre¬ 
pared to make financial sacrifices 
to achieve its political goals. 

“The water industry showed 
that there is the political will," 
said one analyst,. who asked not 
to be named, “they can push 
these things through." 


LONDON (R)—A sliding dollar 
and lower world ofl prices have 
taken the sting out of inflation in 
Western Europe but economists 
say the threat of excessive wage 
demands will prevent a rapid 
decline in interest rates. 

Despite a steady fall in U.S. 
interest rates and growing optim¬ 
ism among economic forecasters 
that the European inflation cycle 
may be near its peak, monetary 
authorities are expected to con¬ 
tinue their credit squeeze 
through the summer. 

“From a short-term point of 
view, we may have seen a peak in 
inflation,” said Mark Cliffe. chief 
economist at Nomura Research 
Institute in London. 

“But monetary authorities are 
concerned the underlying rate of 
inflation, and particularly labour 
costs, coaid creep up." 

The note of caution was ham¬ 
mered home at the mid-July sum¬ 
mit of leading industrial democra¬ 
cies in Paris where leaders spoke 
in their communique of the need 
for continued vigflance in the 
fight against inflation. 

Britain and West Germany, 
emphasising mice dangers for 
more than the United States, 
where the desire not to stall 
economic growth has now taken 
priority, have given no bint of 
relaxing their tight monetary poli¬ 
cy since the summit 

Monetary officials in Europe 
display a growing sense of relief 
that price pressures from abroad 
are moderating but say the key to 
controlling inflation now ..lies in 
preventing a' further twist to the 
spiral from wage demands at 
horned 

A surge in import prices, 
caused mainly by the dollar’s rally 
earlier this year and a sharp rise 
in the cost of ofl, has begun to 
abate, suggesting that at least 
external factors fuelling inflation 
now pose less of a threat. 

That is starting to show up in 
statistics, with inflation in the 
12-nation European Community 
(EC) steadying at an average 
year-on-year rate of 5.4 per cent 
hi Jane. 

Credit Suisse first Boston eco¬ 
nomist Jonathan Hoffman argues 
that provisional price data show¬ 
ing West Germany’s July infla¬ 
tion rate at 3.2 per cent could be 
revised below three per cent 
when final figures come through 
next week. 

He forecasts that the Consum¬ 
er Price Index could fall back to 
2.5 to 2.6 per cent by January 
when, for statistical reasons, ex¬ 


cise tax rises last January will 
drop out of tiro comparison. 

In France, inflation M batik to 
3.6 per cent in June from May’s 
*3.7 per cent, with energy prices 
foiling 0.9 per cent. 

“We think that inflation (in 
France) has peaked and it is 
conceivable that by foe end of the 
year inflation wifi be lower than 
our forecast of 3.7 per cent,** J J*. 
Morgan's European economics 
team argues in a weekly analysis. 

In Britain, chancellor of the 
Exchequer Nigel Lawson was 
quick to hail June’s 8.3 per cent 
inflation rate as a possible peak, 
while a slowing in price pressures 
in Italy left July's index at a 
steady 7.0 per cent. 

The tread reflects two main 
factors: A lower dollar taking the 
beat off import prices and a re¬ 
treat in the cost of oil. 

Depressed by a slowing U.S. 
money market rates as the Feder¬ 
al Reserve tries to avert a reces¬ 
sion, the dollar has declined by 
eight per cent from mid-June 
highs a gainst the West German 
mark. 

Oil prices have fallen back 
sharply from peaks in spring as 

the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
fails to rem in excess production. 
North Sea Brent prices have rap¬ 
ped well below $18 per barrel. 

“ Assuming no change in oil 
prices and a weaker dollar 
through until end-year, then it is 
Hedy that at least for France and 
West Germany we are very dose 
to the cydical peak in inflation,” 
-London brokers Shearson Leh¬ 
man Hutton said. 

But not all economists are 
quite so relaxed about the threat 
of domestically-generated infla¬ 
tion, with particular concern sur¬ 
rounding the “core-rate” which 
concentrates heavily on labour 
costs and excludes more erratic 
items such as food and energy. 

In Britain, the underlying rise 
in average earnings is running at 
9.25 per cent and economists 
expect the cafe could accelerate 
to 10 per cent in coming months. 

In west Germany, wage settle¬ 
ments this year have been run¬ 
ning at three to 3.9 per cent, 
white in France pay was also 
rising in foe first quarter at an 
annual rate of 3.9 per cent 

Credit Suisse’s Hoffman said a 
sharp rise in labour costs would 
mean there was little change of 
inflation remaining under three 
per cent next year. 


Modem 3 bedrooms, large kitchen & dining room, 2 bath 
rooms, spacious living room, storage space and separate 
heating system. The apartment has other extras and a 
telephone. Comfortable location in Abdoun near Jordan 
Supermarket and other shopping attractions. 


Calf; 604922 


On Yearly Basis 

A ground floor furnished centrally heated house, in a quiet 
area in the Western part of Amman (Dehiat Al Rabia), 
contains the following: 

3 bedrooms, 3 living rooms (reception, dining and T.V. 
room), kitchen, 2 bathrooms, steeping comer for a maid, 
verandah, car park and a big garden. 

Reference: Tel. 678568 Amman. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

2 bedrooms located in 4th Circle with garden, 
telephone and central heating. 

Please call; 642023 


LOOKING FOR FURNISHED VILLA 

Rent annually. With garden and private garage. All kinds 
of furniture including video, desk..., etc. Abdoun, 
Shmeisani area is preferable. 

Tel: 684253/4 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 pjn. & 3:30 pan. - 6:30 

pm 



for August 1989 


A fun time or part time teacher of English Language and 
Literature for Senior School 'grades 7-12. 

Candidates should be suitably quaified native speakers. 

Applications are available from the reception 
from 9K» am till 1:00 pjn. Deadline12wpm 
Aug. 9, 1989. • 



ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Iran to sot up ship yard at Bushehr 

NICOSIA (R) — IranV Marine Intiusdtriai Company is to 
a yard to hardships and drilling rigs attbe southern port 
erty of B ujsfi e frr within the nod 20 tnonihs, the franten News 
Agency (IRNAV reported.Tt said the yard would be set up in 
cooperatioa witn an unnamed Finnish company at a cost of nine 
Mfioh riak/ftbonrS120 nrilfioftl.- IRNA ousted an official of the 


EZSESStft* fijoo-toas. Its prat contracts 
invohtf drilfing ngs. of around &0D0 tonnes, he stid. 

'Mexican concessfons won’t be repeated* 

SANTIAGO* Gbfle (AF) —Citibank President John Reed has 
said that concessions madc by crediior banks m an accord with 
Mcaoco won’t be repeated, for. other debtor comttzies. The'U.S. 
banker made fas oosnroents at a Oiilttn-Anietitaji Chamber of 
Commerce meeting. Hc ii on .a tonr of several Latin Americkn- 
countries, mdudmg Venezuela, which is Keeking a refinancing of 
its debt. He said he is being asked if otber co un trie s will get foe 
same loud of relief that Mexicarreeeived, which iadudeda. 35 per 
cent reduction m its obligations arid $23 bxBfcxafoifircslr credit “It 
was a plan especially for Mexico,* be said. “Peraonafly, I don’t 
believe there will be another of this type. Realty, tbere won’t be 
another. There are certain things that were done in that case 
which I don’t think foe banks wfll do again. We have learned that 
they are very difficult transactions,” Reed said. He said foe 
accord required foe abandoning of about $15 billion in dawns by 
creditor banks, “and flux comes directly from - the batiks* 
shareholders.** About 30 per cent of tl» loss in earnings was 
absorbed by U.5. banks and the rest by .European and. Japanese 
banks, he sasd.- .' 

Polish trains stop In pay dispute 

WARSAW, Poland (A?) — State rail workers, in southwest 
Poland idled passenger and freight trains for one hour Saturday, 
foe latest in a series of strikes for raises to counter the country’s 
triple-digit inflation. Meanwhile, newly elected Prime Minister 
Czeslaw Kiszczak met with several representatives from the 
opposition Solidarity movement as he tried to assemble a 
government to deal with the (m’ticalecbnOintetiinatiGai. Andnew- 
Communist Party Chief Mieczyslaw Rakowski met with party 
activists from the army and urged them to be proud of the party, 
and defend it against “dena^gogic attacta.^noontime rad 
stoppage affected all domestic rail traffic in the Silesia region, 
except for certain. trains taking children to summer camp, 
according to reports on the official media and frttin the Solidarity 
Infonnation Service. State television said about 80 trains, serving 
Wroclaw, Katowice, Opofc, Czestochowa and other cities ut the 
region, were stopped. The strike was supported both by the 
Solidarity and the official Communist-allied trade unions- 
According to Jan Renda, leader of a strike committee in 
Katowice, workers now receive only 50,000 zlotys (S60) a month 
in basic pay, although they also neceive oyeitam: ami various 
differentials and boonses. The rail workers demanded that basic 
monthly pay be moire than doubted. 

Domestic consamptlon to spur Seoul 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea is turning to domestic consumers to 
spurt its economy because exports could fall short of government 
• expectations, foe deputy trade minister has said. Kun Chol-Su 
told reporters trading firms would be hicky to realise foe 
governments forecast of $68 billion vrinfo of exports this year, 
revised.downward in June from $70 bflKoD. “It wfll be difficult to 
^achieve $68 billion in. exports, w Kim said,- adding that July's 
customs-cleared export-growth was the lowest in two years. 
.Exports in July were a provisional $5.24 billion from $5.2 bfllion 
in foe same 1988 period, while exports expanded to $5.14 billion 
from $4.49 billion last year. Economic planners said appreciation 
of the South Korean wan from early last year, wage increases and 
foiling investment in export-oriented firms were to blame. Kim 
■said rising demand for. imported consumer goods in the first six 
months of this year reflected, a changing economic scene — 
imports of consumer, goods rose a dramatic 33.3 per cent while’ 
capital goods and raw materials saw a respective 14.5and 21.6 per 
cent rise. 

U.S. in first debt-for-nature deal 

WASHINGTON (AP)—The Agency for International Develop¬ 
ment (USAID) has announced foie U.S; government’s first 
participation in buying up Third World debt so that the money 
can be used in preserving foe debtor country’s environment. The 
$1 million grant will help foie government of Madagascar, foe big 
island republic off foe east coast of Africa. It has an estimated 
150,000 species of plants and animals found only in Madagascar. 
This is the first “debt-ftw-nature" deal in Africa. There have been 
eight earlier swaps, most of them in Latin America. The World 
Wildlife Fond, which has taken part in most of them, estimates 
that they will relieve foe debtor countries of $27 mfllian worth of 
debt. Rep. John Porter, who has helped arrange the deals, told 
reporters that they will not solve the Third World’s debt problem, 
but show how for conservation can be encouraged by use of ft. 
The World Bank estimates total Hard World debt at $1.3 triDioii. 
Leon RajaobeKna, Madagascar’s ambassador in Washington, said 
his country owes $2.5 bilhon. Sen. Robert W. Jr. said the 

. next step is to get the World Bank and other international banks 
owned by governments to take part in future d e al s , 

ARCO reports big oil find In Alaska 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Atlantic Richfield Co (ARCO) said 
Friday anew well beingtested in Alaska is foe largest found in the 
United States since 1982. Tests on the Point McIntyre Well, two 
mites (three kilometres) north of the Alaskan oil centre of 
Pradhoe Bay, showed off flowing at a generous rate of 5,400 
barrels a day, underscoring Alaska's importance to U.S. self- 
suffiaency in energy. The Point McIntyre find is the nation's 
largest since foe Point FederaaJes Held was found off California 
in 1982 and the largest Alaskan discovery since the Endicott Field 
in 1978, said Sudan Andrews, spokeswoman for ARCO’s Alaska 
unit. Daily output of Alaskan oil is aboiiut two million barrels* 
representing about one-quarter of U.S. domestic output. An 
ARCO spokesman said preliminary tests g high 

recovery rate, which could ultimately reach about 300 «wlifo n 
barrels during the life of the welL . . 

Hong Kong banks cut deposit rates 

HONG KONG (AP) — : Hong Kong's reading banks announced 
Friday they. would lower their prime lending rate half a 
percentage point to 10 per cent,' effective Monday. Interest paid 
on savings accounts and all deposits also were lowered half a 


.Bank and Standard Chartered Bank, the colony's two note^ 
isaiiag banks, announced the change in the prime rate 'tyt* fjfong 
Kong Association of Banks, which renrosentsaU other corranerdaL 
banks, disclosed the changes in deposit rates. The move marks the 
third prime-rate cot in less than two months. Banks last cut their 
rate on July 10 final -11 per cent to 10.S per cent. Honk Kong's 
prime tending rate, on what banks chatge their top customers, 
stand at its lowest level since mid-February; 
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CANBERRA .W—Eigfat foreign 
munsters wiQ discuss Mondays 
plan tosHvc next year’s Ctampon- 
Games from -boycotts, 
Pftrtfcalarfy by African states pro? 


Sooth Africa by rebel F.n gTkh 
cricketers. ,T” 

The plan to save the games/to 
be held in Auckland, New. Zea¬ 
land. in January, has been drawn 
up-, for dtbciission among. 'Com-, 
monwealth foreign ministers 
meeting to talk about waysto 
tighten, economic sanctions 
against,South Africa. :: 

.'“We are worried abbot the 
poaabSBty of a games-boycott,” 
said. Canadian Fo reign Minister 
Joe dark, chairman of the three-, 
day meeting, also to be attended 
by Australia, Guyana,..India, 
Nigeria, Tanzania, Tamhia and 
Zimbabwe,. 

“I hope we can begin discus¬ 
sion of some measures which 'aim 

_a_:____ _ 


the institution Of the -C ommon , 
wealth Games. But I think they 
might also have the effect of 
m akin g the games seem valuable 
enough that the threat of boycott 
might decline,” dark told repor¬ 
ters. 

He declined to reveal the con¬ 
tents of the plan but said he 
expected it to be ready for 
approval by the fan Common¬ 
wealth heads of government 
meeting in Malaysia mOctober. 

dark said that in essence it 
-would involve lesser developed 
members of the Commonwealth, 
a grouping of nearly SO fanner 
British colonies and dammpns, 
receiving financial and technical 


aid to become more involved in 
partiematmg in the games. - . 
-It is.harder for developing 
' cottnUies to fond them or to set in 
place the expertise. I think we 


-- - BWWlll IUM IU 

-make sum the games become 
practical for a wide nw y . of 
countries of . the Common¬ 
wealth,” dark raid. 

Hie said he had already (fiscus- 
sed the p hm with other foreign 
ministers, mdudiug New Zear 
landVRmseB Marshall, who will 
■ be attending the Canberra meet¬ 
ing as an observer, along with 
Malaysia. 

Developing countries staged a 
mass boycott of the previous, 
games, at Edinburgh in 1986, 
over Britain’^ refusal to ti gh te n 
economic sanctions, which Bri¬ 
tain fett would harm Macks in 
South Africa more than whites. 

.British authorities have de- 
' Pounced the rebel English cricke t 
tour, which includes many of the 
country’s top players ami will 
take place over the next two 
South African, seasons. It has 
raised the prospect of another 
boycott 

*1 think that the threat of 
boycott is declining but I think 
there is certainly a real need to 
strengthen the institution of the 
games,” Clark said. 

The foreign ministexs also have 
on their agenda a plan to tighten 
economic sanctions by forming a 
new body to monitor and publi¬ 
cise international b anks * dealings 
with Africa, which has a foreign 
debt of $24 billion.' 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


ERICSSON WINS ARGENTINE MOTOR RALLY: Swede 
\fikael Ericsson won the Argentine motor rally Saturday to lead a 
sweep of the top three places for the Lancia team. Ericsson, 
driving a Lauda Delta Integrate, finish ed two minutes 26 seconds 
ahead of Alessandro Fiorio of Italy with an overall time of seven 
hours six minutes. The victory moved him Bp to fifth [dace in the 
drivers’ standings with 30 points. Local favourite Jorge Recalde, 
tike defending champion who led the first two legs, could not 
make up fin* time lost when his car’s lubrication system foiled in 
the third leg and finished third more than 11 minutes be hind 
Kano . (R) 

THREE GOLDS FOR NIGERIAN WOMEN: Nigeria's 
women athletes won three gold medals on the second day of the 
African championships in Lagos Saturday and put the host 
country ahead in the chase for places in the Africa n».nm for nert 
month’s world cup in Barcelona. Many Onyali led the way as 
phpected in the ICO metres with 11-22 seconds, but it was outside 
her African record of 11.09. FalKLat Ognnkoya took the 400 
metres gold with 51.22 and Maria Usifo won the 400 metres 
hurdles in 55. 45, In the men’s 400 metres, Gabriel Hacob of the 
Ivory Coast capitalised on the absence of injured Nigerian 
Innocent Egbumke and sauntered home in 45.25. (R) 

GRAF STORMS TO FINALS: Top-seeded Steffi Graf of West 
Germany surrendered just six points on her serve in defeating 
Bettina Bunge 6-1, 6-2 Saturday to advance to the finals of the 
great American Bank Tennis Classic in San Diego. Graf, playing 
in her first tournament since successfully defending her Wimble¬ 
don title last month, will play the winner of tire second semifinal 
between second-seeded Zina Garrison and no. 6 Nathalie Tauziat 
of France in Sunday’s final. Bunge, a West German native who 
now resides in Monaco, was making her first singles tournament 
appearance since 1987. She gave Graf her toughest test thus far by 
taking three games from the world’s top-ranked woman player in 
a 62-minute match. Grafs longest previous match in the 
tournament lasted only 43 minutes. (AP) 


Europa track and field cup 


Akabusi takes U.K. out front 



GATESHEAD, England (AP) — Britain, which has never 
reached the world track and field cup final, held an impressive 
11-point lead over defending champion the Soviet Union at the 
end of the first day of the Europa Cup at the international 
stadium on Saturday. 


Triumph; Kris Akabussi sent the 
home crowd wfid with a surprise 
win in the 400 metre hardies over 
the German. 


British men won five of the 10, 
events to total 63 points. The 
Soviet Union had 52 points and 
East Germany, which has won 
the cup seven times, was third at 
50. 

The powerful East German 
women’s team, defending the title 
they won in 1987, also held an 11 
point lead in their competition 
with 52 points. The Soviet women 
were second with 41 points and 
Britain was third at 38, two ahead 
of West Germany. 

The top two nations in both 
competitions qualify for the final 
in Barcelona, Spain, September 
8 - 10 . 

The British team, spurred on 
by an enthusiastic crowd of 
11,000, began the day with a 
surprise victory in the opening 
track event, the men's 400 metres 
hurdles, when Kriss Akabusi beat 
West German HaraJd Schmid. 
Schmid bad been bidding for his 
fifth victory in the event. 

Britain's other victories came 
from Olympic silver medalist Lin¬ 


ford Christie, who won the 100 
metres in 10.33 seconds; Steve 
Backley, who won the javelin 
with a throw of 82.92 metres (272 
feet, 1 inch); Dalton Grant, who 
won the high jump with a British 
record of 2.32 metres (7 feet, TV* 
inches); and the 4-by-lOO metres 
relay squad. 

The Soviet Union's only win¬ 
ner was Vladimir Ramshkov with 
a long jump of 8.09 metres (26 
feet, fM inches). East Germany’s 
only victor was ULF Timmer- 
maim , a world record holder and 
Olympic champion who won the 
shbt put with the best outdoor 
throw in the world this year — 
21.72 metres (71 feet, 3Vi inches). 

The other winners were Italy’s 
Francesco Panetta in-the 10,000 
metres; France's Pascal Thiebaut 
who stormed ahead of a six-man 
pack in the final 50 metres to win 
the 1,500 metres and West Ger¬ 
many's Edgar Itt 400 metres. 

Kathrin Krabbe, 19, the junior 
world record holder, gave East 
Germany a predictable winning 


start in the women's competition, 
takin g the 100 metres in 11.14 
seconds. Britain's Paula Dunn 
(11.24). nipped Irina Sergeyeva 
of the Soviet Union (11.26) for 
second place. 

There were also wins for Petra 
Krug in the 400 metres hurdles 
with a time of 54.72 and Grit 
Brener, the world junior cham¬ 
pion, in the 400 metres with a 
time of 50.52. 

The East German sprint relay, 
team won their event in 41.87 
seconds, the fastest time in the 
world tins year. 

There was also an impressive 
win for like Wyluda, who has set 
11 world junior records. Still only 
20, she won die discus with a 
throw of 73.04 metres (239 feel, 
8Vi inches) — almost 11 metres 
(36 feet) further than second 
placed TZvetanka Christiva of 
Bulgaria, who threw 62.26 
metres. 

Romanian Doina Melinte, the 
1984 Olympic champion, upset 
East German Signm Wodars, the 
reigning Olympic champion with 
a victory in the 800 metres. Paula 
Ivan gave Romania its other vic¬ 
tory, winning the 3,000 metres in 
8 minutes 38^48 seconds, the third 
best time of 1989. 


Lemond wants to 
find American team 


MONTREAL (AP) — Tour De 
France champion Greg Lemond 
said Saturday he hopes to race for 
an American team next season, 
but that such a team wouldn’t 
have to be stocked only with 
American riders. 

“It’s unrealistic to think yon 
can win a race Uke the Tour De 
France with an all-American 
team,” Lemond' said after arriv¬ 
ing in Montreal for Sunday’s 
Grand Prix Des Ameriques, the 
seventh event on the new cycling 
world cop circuit. 

' “We don’t have that depth of 
quality in the United Stales. You 
need some European riders to 
give yon that depth." 

American teams are on 
LemomFs min d since he won the 
Tour De France from Frenchman 
Lament Fignon on the final day 
of the three-week race on July 23. 
Lemond, 28, is seeking to leave 
the ADR team from Belgium and 
said he wants to rare for an 
American squad or, if not, a 
French team. 

“I haven't decided yet, but 
most likely it’s going to be an 
American team," be said. “I 
want to come back. I’ve raced in 
Europe a long time and I tiuk for 
cycling in America, it’s better for 
me to be associated with an 
American team.” 

Rnmoun surfaced last week 
that the U.S.-based 7-eleven 
team had offered Lemond a $1.1 
million contract, the richest in the 
sport, and that Lemond may form 
bis own team with his sponsor, 


GOREN BRIDGE 


MID OMAR SHARIF 
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The bidding: 


South 

West 

North East 

VO 

2 * 

DU Pare 

2 * 

Pure 

3 * P«« 

4 * 

Fan 

Pare Pare 


Opening lead: Eight of * 

In an effort to improve 1m re¬ 
sults. Trump Coop Tommy finally 
consented to adopt more modern 
bidding methods. Including fee 
Negative Double. Our readers win 
recall that TCT is so m e thin g or a 
duffer at the game except on those 
occasions when trumps break batfiy, 
when be is transformed into a veri¬ 
table titan. 

Over East’s two-chab overcall 
North was able to bring Tammy's 


1 a fair four spade contract being 
reached in quick time.' 

. Declarer captured East’s queen of 
dubs wife' fee ace and immediately 
led a tow heart. West fdl from grace 
when he elected.to duck; had he 
risen wife the ace and farced dum¬ 
my to ruff a dub, fee contract 
would sorely have been defeated. 
When the queen of hearts hdd the 
trick. Tommy immediately finessed 
fee jack of spades, and Was delight¬ 
ed' to see West 'drop, the ten—it 
looked as ifbe was'gettSiga 4^1 
trump break 

Since he wanted to keep West off 
lead to invent a dub from being 
cashed. Tommy finessed the eight of 
diamonds. East won and exited wife 
a diamond to the 'ten. Declarer 
ruffed two hearts, using the ace of 
diamonds as a second dmnmy aitry. 
The king of diamonds was ruffed on 
the table, and the last heart was 
raffed wife the ace of tramps- Tom¬ 
my simply exited wife a chib. East 
was forced to raff and then had to 
concede fee fulfilling crick to the 
table’s queen of spades. 
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Coots. 

International professional cycl¬ 
ing union roles prohibit making 
offers to another team’s riders 
while they are still under con¬ 
tract. Lemond admitted only that 
he was in negotiations to change 
teams. 

ADR, owned by a Belgian car 
rental company, reportedly has 
been as much as a month late in 
payments to its riders all season. 

“My contract has been con¬ 
tinuously broken since January 
1," Lemond said. “And Tm not 
tire only one on the team, so...” 

Lemond said with a grin that 
7-eleven was strong enough to 
win a Tour De France “If I’m on 
it.” 

“Andy Hampsten is a big ta¬ 
lent, he’s won the tour of Italy. 
They’ve got some good riders but 
they are not exclusively Amer¬ 
ican. They’ve got a mixture of 
riders." 

The 7-eleven team includes 
Alex Sticda and Brian Walton of 
Canada as well as Dag-Otto 
Lauritzen of Norway and Jens 
Veggeiby of Denmark. 

In 1966, Lemond became the 
first rider from outride the tradi¬ 
tional cycling powers of France, 
Spain, Italy, Belgium, the 
Netherlands and West Germany 
to win tiie Tour De France. 

In April, 1987, he was 
accidently shot in the abdomen 
while hunting with his brother-in- 
law. In slow recovery and return 
to form was capped with his 
second Tour De France win. 


Jesse Owens: only a concrete 
patch away from obscurity 


OAKVILLE, Alabama (APJ — 
On an isolated cement patch in 
fee middle of northwest Alabama 
farm country, young and old 
gather each day to play basketball 
at the one reminder of Jesse 
Owens' birthplace. 

Jesse Ownes Memorial Park 
stands alongside Lawrence Coun¬ 
ty 61 in the heart of Oakville, a 
community so small it doesn't 
warrant a traffic light and some 
state highway maps don’t even 
list it 

The park is fee centre of life in 
Oakville; nearly everyone comes 
out on the weekends to play 
basketball or pass the time wife 
their neighbours. But some peo¬ 
ple complain that local officials 
have not done enough to remem¬ 
ber one of the world's greatest 
athletes, fee man who defied 
Adolf Hitler's twisted dreams of 
Aryan superiority at the 1936 
Olympic Games. 

“He did a lot to help black 
people get into sports,” said 31- 
year-old Jerome Fitzgerald, 
Owens' second cousin. “Back 
then, blacks couldn’t compete be¬ 
cause everyone thought they 
were inferior. He opened the 
door for all sports. 

“Other athletes have gotten 
more attention, and their accom¬ 
plishments are not as high as what 
Jesse Owens did.” 

The park is actually a small 
patch of grass less than half as 
long as fee 10-metre track at 


Berlin where Owens blazed to a 
world record at the 1936 Olym¬ 
pics and earned one of his four 
gold medals. 

In a corner is a brick wall wife 
an enclosed glass case containing 
newspaper and magazine articles 
describing Owens’ brilliant athle¬ 
tic career. 

One photo shows him with 
Lutz Long, a German athlete 
who befriended Owens during 
tiie broad jump competition 
when it appeared fee American 
star might foul out. 

Long's advice helped Owens 
win wife a jump sportswriter 
Grant!and Rice said seemed to 
take him “dear out of Ger¬ 
many.” Ownes also won fee 200- 
metre dash and fee 400-metre 
relay. 

There is a photo of Owens wife 
his parents, Henry and Emma 
Owens, who were Alabama 
sharecroppers when their son was 
bom in Oakville in 1913. The 
family moved to Ohio in fee early 
1920s. 

“My only regret is that he 
never came back to Oakville,” 
said Fitzgerald, who never got a 
chance to meet his cousin before 
he died in 1980. “He should have 
come back here to acknowledge 
his people." 

Next to the photo case is a 
granite monument dedicated in 
1983. The inscription reads; 

“He inspired a world enslaved 
in tyranny and brought hope to 


his fellow man... from the cotton- 
fields of Oakville to the acclaim 
of fee entire world, he made us 
all proud to be called Lawrence 
Countians.” 

The monumnet was intended 
for the county seat of Moulton, 
about 10 miles away. But county 
commissioners, amid allegations 
of racism, blocked an effort to 
pat the memorial on the court¬ 
house lawn in 1983, so it wound 
up on fee half-acre donated by a 
black Masonic Lodge. 

The main attraction at Jesse 
Owens Park is a concrete court 
wife a pair of aging basketball 
goals at opposite ends. 

Each day, dozens of people, 
ranging from schoolchildren to 
grown men, gather for friendly — 
but very competitive — games 
just a few hundred yards from fee 
rite where Owens was bom 76 
years ago. 

“Even people who are not re¬ 
lated to him are proud of him. 
proud to have this here,” Fitz¬ 


gerald said after coming off the 
court on a recent sumer day. 
“But I'm sure everybody feels 
more could be done.” 

The basketball goals could use 
new nets and rims. And the play¬ 
ers have to be careful if they go 
diving for loose balls on the side 
of the court where a barbed wire 
fence stands just a few feet away. 

Fitzgerald said he would like to 
see fee park expanded, perhaps 
to include a playground and bicy¬ 
cle trail. 

“If we had a larger park, we 
might get more people down here 
in the community from the sur¬ 
rounding areas,” he said. “We 
might even start a few businesses. 
AO we've got now is a few homes 
and this park.” 

County commissioner Larry 
Louallen of Moulton, who repre¬ 
sents fee district feat includes 
Oakville, said fee county is not 
obligated to care for the park. 


PASSPORT LOST 

Mr. M.D. Mamun Hossain, Bangladesh national¬ 
ity. Passport No. C-492128 has been lost. 

If found please contact telephone No. 
741764. 

Thanks. 


THE BETTER HALF, 
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JORDAN TIMES, MONDA Y, AUGUST ? 



Heavy monsoons and unruly rivers have always been an annual event 
in many Asian countries. Photo shows s mother cleaning her home 
while her children holds an umbrella to shield themselves from a 
leaking roof. 


it 


DHAKA (Agencies) — Eight 
more people have drowned, 
bringing the death toll to nearly 
200, and half a million people 
have been standed by floods in 
northeast Bangladesh' according 
to officials. 

In the worst-hit Zakiganj dis¬ 
trict 200,000 people were 
marooned. 

Other areas flooded by the 
rain-swollen Kushiara river in¬ 
cluded the Balaganj, Fenchuganj 
and Bianibazar areas of the rea¬ 
growing Sylhet district. 

“The courage of the people 
and the sincerity of the govern¬ 
ment helped us survive a much 
worse flooding last year. We shall 
face it boldly this year too, “Pres¬ 
ident Hossain Mohammad 
Ershad said during a visit to 
Zakiganj Saturday. 

State television showed the 
president travelling on a military 
vessel and reassuring marooned 
villagers that no one would starve 
or die for lack of medical care. 

More than 5,000 people took 


Him 


uei>ec issue 9 feack 
Canadian politics 


MONTREAL (AP) — The 
Quebec issue in Canadian poli¬ 
tics, thought to be diminishing 
since provincial voters rejected 
separatism nearly a decade ago, 
has returned. 

A recent Gallup Poll that sent 
shock waves rumbling across the 
country found that 28 per cent of 
Canadians believe French-speak¬ 
ing Quebec should become an 
independent country. 

The outcome, according to 
Gallup, was (he strongest support 
for separatism nationally since 
the company's pollsters first 
asked the question more than 20 
years ago. 

Perhaps the most startling find¬ 
ing from the 1,034 Canadians 
polled was that 27 per cent of 
English-speaking Canadians 
favoured the province’s separa¬ 
tion. The level of support for 
separatism among French-speak¬ 
ing Canadians was 36 per cent. 

There long has been resent¬ 
ment in parts of English-speaking 
Canada, especially in the West, 
of what is perceived as favourit¬ 
ism or special treatment for 
Quebec. But the percentage of 
those who would just as soon see 
it leave had not been perceived 
to be that higb. 

“The heartbeat of the nation is 
strong, it’s vigorous and it's re¬ 
solved to even greater unity," 
Prime Minister Brian Mulronev. 


who is a Quebec native, told 
reporters after the Gallup Poll 
was published. 

Mulroney conceded that some 
linguistic tensions exist in Canada 
but said that always has been die 
case in national history. 

"Years from now. a Canadian 
prime minister will be standing 
here with a Canada that is even 
more prosperous and more un¬ 
ited. and people will be asking 
him the same question — ‘some¬ 
one went out and did a poll*...,'’ 
he said. 

Indeed, a focus in the Cana¬ 
dian news media on the national 
unity issue may be as much a 
result of a languid summer season 
without much else attracting 
attention as to any concrete de¬ 
velopments in Quebec. 

Quebec Premier Robert 
Bourassa appears virtually cer¬ 
tain to win the election expected 
in early fall, possibly with an even 
greater margin of victory for his 
provincial Liberal Party than in 
1985 when it won 99 of 122 seats 
in the Quebec legislature. 

The Parti Quebecois that found 
success with its separatist mes¬ 
sage in the 1970s has fallen on 
hard times, and the economic 
prosperity that has lasted in 
Quebec along with most of Cana¬ 
da for seven years makes this an 
unlikely time for a comeback. 



4 killed in 2 


days in Sri Lanka 


Soviet miners 
return to work 


COLOMBO (R) — Fifty-four 
people : including a senior Buddh¬ 
ist monk, have been killed in Sri 
Lanka in the past two days by 
left-wing rebels and pro-govern¬ 
ment mili tia, military sources said 
Sunday. . 

The sources said Pofcun Banda 
Hemalo ka —— chief priest of a 
temple at Pnttalam, 120 
kilometres north of Colombo — 
was the second Buddhist monk to 
be killed by the leftist people's 
Liberation Front (JVP). They 
could give no reason for the 
killing . 

The front Thursday shot dead a 
72-year-old priest who praised 
President Ranasinghe Premadasa 


last week for averting a con¬ 
frontation with India on the with¬ 
drawal of Indian troops. 

The JVP, through a campaign 
of kUHny and general strikes, is 
trying to wrest power from Pre- 
madasa’s government. 

It is also vehemenriyopposed 
to die presence of 45,000 Indian 
troops, there to implement an 
agreement with the government 
in the Tamil-dominated north 
and east. Colombo bas recently 
put pressure on New Delhi to 
withdraw the troops. 

A government statement said 
the killings by subversives — a 
reference to the front—occurred 
across the island. Most of the 


victims were local government 
officials and suppor t er s . 

The military sources said pro- 
government "groups were re¬ 
sponsible for killing 10 JVP sup¬ 
porters in southern and central 
provinces Saturday night. 

‘Their bodies were found on 
die roadside,'' one source said. 

Opposition groups have ac¬ 
cused the government of using 
underground groups to hunt the 
front. 


At a special meeting Monday, 
Premadasa wfll meet his ministers 
to dismiss the outcome of foiled 
talks with New Delhi on the 
pullout of Indian troops. 


MOSCOW (AP) — Coal miners 
who walked off their jobs because 
they lacked a copy of newly won 
government concessions returned 
to work Sunday, once the docu¬ 
ment was delivered, TASS im¬ 
ported. 

The official Soviet news agency 
said all mines and associated coal 
facilities of'the Arctic Vorkuta 
region resumed wort at mid- 
night. 

Miners in 11 of the Pechora 
coal basin's 13 mines about 1,800 
kilometres northeast of Moscow 
walked off their jobs Saturday in 
a renewal of the labour unrest 
that wracked the Soviet Union 
last month. 

The miners agreed at a meeting 
Friday night to stay off the 
job until they receive die foil text 


of a government decree that 
Soviet officials say fulfills the 
promises they made to .get the 
miners to return to work. 

After the earlier round of 
strikes, the government agreed to 
bonuses for night work and min¬ 
ers iwnng air hammers. improve¬ 
ments in .pensions overtime, 
and made general pledges to im¬ 
prove houang and end food and. 
consumer good shortages. 


An instructor in the organisa¬ 
tional department of the local 
Communist Party headquarters 
said in a telephone interview that 
a director of die state-run enter¬ 
prise that operates all 13 mines 
brought a copy of the decree from 
Moscow and explained it to the 
workers. 




Hiroshima remembers the bomb 44 years later 


shelter in makeshift camps but 
local officials said food and other 
supplies were inadequate. 

"Dozens of remote villages 
have been cut off for days with 
people trapped in houses waist or 
shoulder-deep in water,” one 
official said. Shortages of drink¬ 
ing water have caused many to 
come down with diarrhoea in 
some cf the stricken areas, he 
added. 

The flood control centre in 
Dhaka said more than 100,000 
people were driven from their 
homes by the floods in 11 north¬ 
eastern and central districts. 

Floods in 1988, the worst for 40 
years, killed at least 3,000, made 
millions homeless and destroyed, 
three million tonnes of rice. 

News reports reaching Dhaka 
said at least 200 people died in 
the latest floods and related inci¬ 
dents in the area during the past 
two weeks. 

The government has sent 12 
medical teams to Zakiganj. 


HIROSHIMA. Japan (AP) — 
Hiroshima halted for a moment, 
of silence Sunday morning to 
mark the 44th anniversary of the 
first atomic bomb attack and to 
appeal for peace. 

As a single bell tolled and more 
than 1,000 doves were released 
into die skies, 50,000 people 
gathered in Hiroshima’s Peace 
Memorial Park to mark the mo¬ 
ment a U.S. B-29 bomber carried 
out the world's first atomic 
attack. 

At 8:15 a-.m. (0115 GMT), the 
precise moment when the bomb 
exploded in a flash of blinding 
li£bt Aug. 6, 1945, Hiroshima 
citizens, Japanese government 
officials and visitors from 
throughout the world bowed their 
heads in silent prayer while buses 
and streetcars stood still through¬ 
out the dty of one million. 


The explosion and ensuing beat 
wave reduced to rubble and ashes 
a large portion of the dty, a 
major military centre during 
World War H. About 140,000 
people perished in the fir e s torm 
that engulfed the city. 

"Our country, as foe sole na¬ 
tion to have suffered an atomic 
attack, is determined that foe 
tragedies of Hiroshima and Naga¬ 
saki should never be repeated,” 
Prime Minister Sousuke Uno told 
the crowd, many of whom were 
dressed in black under a swelter¬ 
ing sun. 

"We strongly feel the duty to 
use Hiro shima to sound an alarm 
bell for foe future of all human¬ 
ity. From now on, Japan must 
cany oat more aggressive di¬ 
plomacy for peace and security in 
the world,” said Uno, who has 
announced he soon will resign. 


A group of visiting mayors, 
including Anne Rodin of Sac¬ 
ramento, California, and Herbert 
Schmaistieg of Hannover, West 
Germany, presented a large 
wreath of yellow chrysanthe¬ 
mums, the traditional mourning 
flower, to foe victims of die 
bombing at their official monu¬ 
ment, a granite cenotaph in the 
centre of the park. 

Outside the ceremony, hun¬ 
dreds of boy scouts handed visi¬ 
tors fresh flowers while protesters 
handed out leaflets criticising 
alleged government laxity in pre¬ 
venting U.S. warships from 
bringing nudear weapons into foe 
country contrary to government 
policy. 

Korean residents of Japan dis¬ 
tributed pamphlets demanding 
foe government apologise for its 
aggression against fellow Asians 


in World War Q and other con¬ 
flicts. 

Korean victims of the Hiroshi- 
ma blast also charge they have 
been discriminated a gainst by foe 
dty. They say they were forced to 
build a Korean monument to 
bomb survivors on a lot near foe 
Peace Memorial Park in 1970 


after foe Hiroshima government 
barred its construction in the 


park. 

The city's Atom Bomb 
Museum was criticised for calling 
foe Korean victims, forced under 
colonial rule to labour in Japan, 
“voluntary workers." The 
museum later removed the refer¬ 
ences. 

“Hiroshima must con ti n u e to 
toll its warning at home and 
abroad until a new world order is 
established founded on coexist¬ 
ence and prosperity for all 


humankind,” said Axaki, an A- 
boaxb survivor. 

At the memorial service, 4,244 
p»ttv>c of those exposed to the 
bomb who died in the last year- 
were added to the names en¬ 
shrined on a tablet in foe ceno¬ 
taph. 

Although it is difficult to deter¬ 
mine which deaths^ are directly 
related to the boml>, researchers 
believe foe risk of death from 
leukemia, and hmg, breast and 
bone cancer is greater for those 
exposed to the bond) than for 
those who wore not 

Three days after Hiroshima, 
foe United States dropped a 
second atom bomb on the scenic 
coastal dty of Nagasaki, truing 
another 70,000 civilians. Japan 
surrendered unconditionally 
Aug. 15, 1945, ending the war. 


Crack commando troops fn 
Punjab flush-out operation 


AMRITSAR, India (AP) — Ab¬ 
out 950 commandos have moved 
into grassywetlands in the north¬ 
ern state of Punjab to flush out 
Sikh extremists, according to the 
state police chief. 

The joint operation by 200 
heavily armed national security 
guards and 750 Punjab state 
police commandos began Friday 
night in foe Mand area of Punjab, 
Police Chief K.P.S. Gill said. 

The 90-square-kilometre grassy 
land bisected by the Sutlej River 
is believed to contain hideouts of 
foe extremists waging a guerrilla 
war since 1982 for an indepen¬ 
dent nation. 

While foe commandos moved 
in from Amritsar and burned 
grass to expose the hi d eo ut s, the 
rest of the force surrounded and 
sealed Mand, GUI said in an 
interview. 

He refused to say when the 
offensive would end. 

The searchers are armed with 


night vision devices, 50 high 
speed motor boats, Uri sub¬ 
machine guns, light machine guns 
and band grenades, be sard. 

Gill said the operation was foe 
fourth in Mand in four years. This 
year’s was foe first in Mand in¬ 
volving foe national security 
guards, known as "black cats” 
because of their black unifo rms. 

The force was set up after 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's 
assassination by two Sikh body¬ 
guards Oct. 30, 1984. 

Friday's offensive followed in¬ 
telligence reports that "about 250 
terrorists had infiltrated the area 
with huge quantities of sophisti¬ 
cated arms, including Stinger mis- 
s3es,” GDI said. 

The Amritsar districts lies on 
the border with Pakistan. India 
says Sikh extremists move freely 
across foe border, often to seek 
refuge in neighbouring country. 

India says foe extremists bring 
arms from Pakistan and receive 


military training there. Pakistan 
has repeatedly denied the charge. 

The commando operation 
came after a lull last week in 
killin gs by Sikh extremists. The 
government says at least 1,105 
people have died in foe separatist 
war this year. 

In their latest violence, sus¬ 
pected Sikh extremists set off a 
bomb on a rail track Saturday 
that exploded minutes after a 
passenger train passed over it, 
police said.- 

The blast at the Jbandiala rail¬ 
road station, 22 kilometres north 
of Amritsar, left a hole 45 cen¬ 
timetres wide, said Anil Shanna, 
a senior police officer. 

The extremists want to set up 
an independent nation in foe rich 
farmmg state of Punjab, claiming 
the Sikh community is discrimin¬ 
ated against culturally and social¬ 
ly by the Hindu-controlled gov¬ 
ernment. 
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Robert Mngabe 


Daniel Arap Moi 


African leaders seek 
Mozambique peace 


China removes shroud over 
deaths in nuclear accident 


PEKING (AP) — China Satur¬ 
day disclosed for the first time 
that 20 people died and 1,200 
suffered radiation-related flfoes- 
ses in nudear accidents in the first 
half of the decade. 

However, foe report did not 
list specific incidents and their 
death and injury tolls between 
1980 and 1985. 

The official China Daily 
quoted Luo Guozhen of die state 
Environmental Protection 
Bureau as saying China needed 
stricter control over the handling 
of radioactive waste. He also said 
the government plans to build 
more disposal rites to handle the 
material. 

China has no operating nudear 
power plants. Most of its nudear 
waste so far has been generated 
by foe military, but increasing 
amounts are being produced by 


sdentific labs, hospitals and non- 
military industries. 

Several accidents involving 
nudear waste have been reported 
in foepast, but there have been 
no official disclosures of deaths. 

Luo told foe paper that ignor¬ 
ance about the dangers of nudear 
materials and managers who 
ignored regulations on handling 
radioactive waste had caused radia¬ 
tion leaks. 

In February, foe China Daily 
reported an accident that occur¬ 
red last December, when some 
uranium was lost from a factory 
and 15 people were exposed to 
radiation. One man suffered 
third-degree burns, the report 
said. 

In 1986, an article by Zhou 
Zhumou of the Ministry of Nuc¬ 
lear Industry's Bureau of Safety, 
Protection and Health said there 


were cases of exposure to radia¬ 
tion when China's nudear indus¬ 
try started up in the mid-1950s. 

It said that during the 1966-76 
Cultural Revolution, when scien¬ 
tists and technology were ridi¬ 
culed in political campaigns, a 
serious aeddent took place at a 
production reactor. 

Zhou said that about 10 people 
suffered from overexposure to. 
radiation in that aeddent and that, 
another man got uranium poison¬ 
ing in an aeddent in 1973. 

The Soviet Union has reported 
31 deaths from foe 1986 Cher¬ 
nobyl nudear aeddent. 

In the United States, one man 
died in an aeddent in 1986 at foe 
Kerr-McGee atomic plant in 
Oklahama and three people were 
killed by radiation at as ex¬ 
perimental reactor in Idaho in 
1961. 


NAIROBI, Kenya (AP)—Presi¬ 
dents Robert Mugabe of Zim¬ 
babwe and Daniel Arap Mra of 
Kenya were set to meet Monday 
for a new round of talks aimed at 
ending Mozambique’s 12-year- 
old ervil war. 

The two presidents were ex¬ 
pected to confer with Afonso 
Dhlakama, the head of the right- 
wing rebel movement known as 
RENAMO, and a group of 
Mozambican church leaders rep¬ 
resenting foe government. 

The RENAMO leader and gov¬ 
ernment representatives were not 
expected to meet jointly with the 
presidents, but merely exchange 
proposals through them. A RE¬ 
NAMO statement issued Satur¬ 
day in Lisbon, Portugal said 


released. 

Last month, Mugabe said Ous- 
sano asked him to join Moi in 
attempts to mediate an end to foe 
war which has killed an estimated 
100,000 people, made refugees of 
another 1.6 mflfion and destroyed 
Mozambique’s economy. 

Dhlakama and the church de¬ 
legation arrived in Nairobi late 
last week. They were originally 
scheduled to meet in Kenya's 
capital last month, but Dhlakama 
failed to show up. 

The government representa¬ 
tives, Protestant and Catholic 
members of the Mozambique 
Christum council, were said to be 
carrying a 12-point peace, plan 
from Cbissano, but details of the 
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with foe church leaders. 

In announcing his trip to Nairo¬ 
bi, Mugabe said the purpose was 
to “compare notes” with Moi on 
their joint initiative to end the 
Mozambican conflict. The two 
first discussed the problem in 
Zimbabwe's capital of Harare 
three weeks ago. 

Mugabe's announcement came 
Saturday following a meeting 
with President Joaquim Cbissano 
of Mozambique in Harare. De¬ 
tails of their discussions were not 


public. 

Landlocked Zimbabwe has ab¬ 
out 12,000 soldiers fighting along¬ 
side government forces in neigh¬ 
bouring Mozambique to protect 
hs rail and highway forks to foe: 
Indian Ocean-. _ 

RENAMO, formerly backed 
by foe white-ruled governments 
of Rhodesia and South Africa, is 
no longer openly supported by 
any government and races wide¬ 
spread charges of atrocities 
against Mozambican civilians. 
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e murders, Mattson case still casts a sped 


By Matthew Heller 

Reuter 


LOS ANGELES — Twenty 
years after the Tate-La Bianca 
murders shocked the world, 
devfl worshippers have not for¬ 
gotten Charles Manson. 

The flood of fan mail that he 
receives in his jail cell every 
week includes letters from 
satanists who idolise one of 
America’s most notorious kil¬ 
lers. 

Two decades later, Stephen 
Kay, one of the prosecutors 
who convicted Manson and' 
others of the Tate-Labianca 
murders, relives the case every 
time be argues against releas¬ 
ing one of foe killers on parole. 

"To me, it doesn't seem to 
have happened that long ago," 
he said. 

The awful memories also 


readily come back to Doris 
Tate/ mother of the most 
famous victim, actress Sharon 
Tate, every time she counsels 
other parents of murdered chil¬ 
dren. 

"1 relieve the case but at the 
same time I realise bow impor¬ 
tant it is for these people to 
fight," she said. 

The murderous two-day 
rampage through Los Angeles 
aslo casts a spell well beyond 
those personally involved in 
the ease. For some, it stands 
out like some bloody exclama¬ 
tion mark ar the end of the 
1960s. 

"This is looked at as foe 
most famous case in U.S. cri¬ 
minal history.” Kay said in an 
interview. "It’s a case that 
seems to capture foe imagina¬ 
tion not only of American peo¬ 


ple but throughout foe world.” 

“Creep-crawly” nrissoa 

It was early Aug.9, 1969, 
that four members of Manson’s 
“family" -—on a "creepy-craw¬ 
ly” mission — invaded the 
plush Beverly Hills estate 
rented by Tate and her hus¬ 
band, film director Roman 
Polanski. They butchered the 
26-year-old starlet and four 
guests. 

The following night , Manson 
himself tied up Rosemary and 
Lend Labianca, the owner of a 
supermarket chain, in their 
Los Angeles home and left his 
followers to carve them up 
with silverware from the 
Labianca kitchen. 

Manson, Susan Atkins, Pat¬ 
ricia Krenwinkel and Leslie 
van Hon ten were convicted of 


murder and sentenced to the 
gas chamber. But when Cali¬ 
fornia’s death penalty law was 
invalidated in 1972, the sent¬ 
ences were commuted to inde¬ 
terminate terms as long as life. 


Parole 


They have been eligible for 
parole since 1978 and foe regu¬ 
lar parole hearing help keep 
foe case alive. 

Now the 20th anniversary of 
foe Tate-Labianca murders is 
bringing public interest to a 
crescendo. 

Kay says he has recently done 
television talk shows as far 
afield as PStfonigh and San 
Francisco and received re¬ 
quests for interviews from TV 
stations in Britain and Au¬ 
stralia. 

Numerous reasons have 


been advanced to explain why 
foe case is so compelling. 

There were foe Hollywood 
celebrity victims, foe gruesome 
details of foe murders, and foe 
young women from midle-dass 
homes — with XS carved in 
their foreheads — who carried 
out Manson’s wishes. 

There was the bizarre mo¬ 
tive. Borrowing liberally from 
various sources including foe 
Book of Revelations, Manson 
planned to unleash a race war 
he called “belter skelter,” 
which only he and his disciples 
would survive. 

Some have theorised that 
foe murders sounded foe 
death-knell of the social re¬ 
volution of the 1960s. Manson 
had simply taken foe commun¬ 
al lifestyle of free sex and drugs 
to its violent extreme. 


According to Ed Sanders, 
author of one of foe numerous 
books on the case, it was “foe 
death hippie.” 

Kay, a youthful 46-ycar-oid 
who still masters a grim in¬ 
tensity when he discusses foe 
case, vehemently rejects that 
theory. 

“Manson and the family 
hated hippies. They referred to 
themselves as "slippies” be- 
cause they were going to slip 
under the awareness of 
society." 

"That’s my bottom line” he 
says, pounding his desk. “They 
weren’t hippies.” 

Kay is dedicated to keeping 
Manson — now 56 andjafed 
in a new maximum security 
prison in central Gafifcnna 
and : his "family” behind bars. 
The best way todo that, he 


says, is to keep foe memories 
alive. 7 / - 

"I relive the facts of foe cage 
in every parofe hcaring^JuL 
said. "I make it seem like it 
happened yesterday to people 
on foe parole board so they can 
retive the horror <rf ft...’ ' 


"Manson hasn’t chan ged 
He doesn’t put on any pretence 
of changing,” said Kay, who 
adds . that Manson has 
threatened hfr life three times. 

He-.said the others-were 
“basically model prisoners," 
“Bat; they are model prison¬ 
ers for one reason ^-because 
they know’ that’s■„ their only 
ticket out of prison*” Kay 




rounded by these kinds of pm 
pie." StaBane says be has ftfcttj 
moch recovered from his dsvoto 
from Nielsen and isn’t trying h 
avoid any new commitment ^ 
that comes along. 1 mean * 
what really, what else i* th 


Onassis inspires 
walking tour 


NEW YORK (AP) — FaflS « 
Jacqueline Kennedy Omaris can 
troop 3J2 kilometres Sunday pai 
foe budding where she lives 
churches where she has worshfts 
ped and even the supenturiMi 
where her staff buys groceries 
"She was always a popular torn 
on our celebrity homes tour, 
said Sam Stafford, founder c 
sidewalks of New York. He de 
tided an all-Jackie walking to* 
was m e rit ed because of her 606 
birthday and foe new book abou 
her. Other venues will intiud 
Onassiss florist, drugstore, ban! 
and favourite shops; the Cariyk 
hotel, where president John f 
Kennedy allegedly had trysts wW 
Marilyn Monroe; the Piero 
Hotel, where Aristotle Onassi 
kept a suite; and foe homes of he 
daughter, Caroline Kenneth 
Schios&bdg, and ether relatives 
Stafford did exhaustive research 


er blames lofj 
>ad family life 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Job 
Cougar Meflencamp blames hi 
music career (or his uastabl 
family life. “I need to getoarc 
tins business for a while,” said th 
Indiana-born singer, who ha 
been in entertainment 14 yean 
"I’ve been beating my hem 
against foe wall since I was 23 
“Tve got no family, no setf-re 
spect — I’ve put everyth! 
the rock ‘n’ roll business, 
don't think they're going to gfc 
me a crown for it in heaven 
either,” he said. Meliencamp 
who has been divorced once m 
bas three daughters, discussed hi 
marital problems involving U 
current wife, Vicky, in a reces 
interview. MeHencamp and Vick; 
are separated. 1 


School board 
unsure of Lowe 


LOS ANGELES (AP>— Sd 
board members aren’t sore t 
want actor Rob Lowe grvmg i 
drug lectures in classroom* m 
a court-ordered community- 
vice sentence. “We.will wai 
guarantee for the parents of 
children that children are 
tected,” said Los Angeles 
tied School District Baud Pi 
dent Jackie Goldberg. ' 
appears on the surface he fens 
minimum, dubious jr J — 
Lowe, 25, was accused 
exploitation of a minor aftd 
allegedly videotaped sexual 
counters with-a 16-year-old gi 
an Atlanta hotel room in 1! 
The actor agreed with foe Fh 
County court in Geoxgfrto ] 
form 20 hours of community 
’ vice, war ning high school' 
doits of the dangers id dru 


























































